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Notification from Australia

Changes to forecast services for Bass Strait Waters via Inmarsat-C SafetyNET broadcasts

Purpose

To advise of changes to marine forecast services for Bass Strait which includes parts of the Victorian and Tasmanian coastal waters effective from 1 November 2005.

Introduction

2
A redefinition of marine forecast zones to geographically align them with current wind warning services and well known coastal locations has been implemented by the Australian Bureau of Meteorology.

Summary of Changes

a) Area name changes

3
The area names used prior to 1 November 2005 have been changed as follows:

· Western Bass Strait renamed to West Coast viz. SA/VIC Border to Cape Otway

· Northern Bass Strait renamed to Central Coast viz. Cape Otway to Wilsons Promontory

· Eastern Bass Strait renamed to East Coast viz. Wilsons Promontory to 60nm east of Gabo Island

· Southern Bass Strait is no longer a coastal forecast zone and is replaced by three Tasmanian coastal waters forecast zones (Far Northwest, Central North Coast and Banks Strait)

NB: Abbreviations used:- SA = South Australia; VIC = Victoria
b) Bass Strait and Approaches Forecast  Service
4
A new “Bass Strait and Approaches” forecast is broadcast on Inmarsat-C SafetyNET (see schedule below).

Areas included with the Bass Strait and Approaches Forecast: 
· Victoria: Central Coast, as above

· Victoria: East Coast, as above

· Tasmania: Far Northwest Coast viz. Sandy Cape to Stanley and King Island
· Tasmania: Central North Coast viz. Stanley to the northern tip of Flinders Island
· Tasmania:  Banks Strait and Franklin Sound
Australian SafetyNET Weather Bulletins Schedule

The revised SafetyNET broadcast schedule is shown below.

	Satellite 
	Forecast type 
	Areas 
	Times 

	Pacific Ocean 
	High seas 
	North Eastern, South Eastern,
Western, Northern 
	1100, 2300 UTC 

	Pacific Ocean 
	Coastal waters 
	Bass Strait 

Northern Territory
(except for the area Wyndham to Daly River Mouth which will be broadcast on the Indian Ocean satellite) 
	0530 LST; 1930 UTC*
1730 LST; 0730 UTC* 

0545 LST; 2015 UTC
1745 LST; 0815 UTC

	Indian Ocean 
	High seas 
	Western 
	1030, 2330 UTC 

	Indian Ocean
	Coastal waters
	Western Australia
	0430 LST; 2030 UTC
1630 LST; 0830 UTC


* 1 hour earlier during Australian Eastern Daylight Saving Time 
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