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Manual on Codes

Global practices

Changes to codes

The CBS Ext. (02), which took place in Cairns, Australia 4-12 December 2002, endorsed the proposed changes to Codes recommended by the Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes, at the exception of the changes to aeronautical codes corresponding to Amendment 73, which required approval by all ICAO Member States (the last changes corresponding to Amendment 72 have been approved).  It is important to note that changes to aeronautical codes are for implementation on 3 November 2004, where as all the other code changes are for implementation on 5 November 2003.  The CBS Ext. (02) also endorsed the Plan for Migration to Table-driven Code Forms (TDCF) recommended by the Expert Team on Migration to TDCF.  The CBS has also recommended the new three-step mechanism for approval of changes to TDCF proposed by the ET/DR&C, with a view to accommodate user needs, as follows:

(a)
Approval (by chairs of ET/DR&C, OPAG and CBS president) of allocated entries after expression of requirements.  The list is kept on-line in the WMO server;

(b)
After validation, declaration of pre-operational use (approval by chairs of ET/DR&C, OPAG and CBS president).  The list is kept on-line in the WMO server; and

(c)
Approval by CBS, Executive Council and introduction into the Manual on Codes.

The proposed changes to Codes can be found in the WMO Web server at: http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/documents.html#CodeTables under the heading "WMO Codes and Representations" and by selecting any of the files listed:

Migration to Table-driven Code Forms (TDCFs):

2002 Nov
Plan for the Migration to Table-driven Code Forms (Word97)

2002 Nov
Summary of Plan for the Migration to Table-driven Code Forms (Word97)

2003 April
BUFR/CREX Templates for Transmission in Table-driven Code Forms (Word97)

2002 Jan
Guide to WMO Table-Driven Code Forms: FM 94 BUFR and FM 95 CREX (Word97)


Introduction to Table Driven Codes: BUFR and CREX (Word97) (pdf)

2002 Nov
Report of a Case Study on Migration to TDCFs at NMS Uzbekistan (Word97)

New additions to Code Tables:

2003 April
BUFR New Allocated Entries (awaiting validation) (Word 97) 

2003 April
Additions to BUFR/CREX Tables for pre-operational implementation (Word97)

2003 April
Additions to GRIB Edition 2 Tables/Templates for pre-operational implementation (Word97) 

2003 April
New additions to GRIB Edition 2 Tables/Templates (awaiting validation) (Word97)

2002 Sept
Additions to GRIB Edition 1 Tables for operational implementation (Word97)

Alphanumeric Codes:

2003 April
Changes proposed by CBS-Ext.(02) (Word97) 

Operational Codes:

BUFR and common code tables (from WMO Pub. 306) (html)

WMO CREX Tables (from WMO Pub. 306) (html)

1994 May
Guide to WMO Binary Code Form GRIB 1 (WMO TD-No. 611) (html)

FM92 GRIB Edition 2 (from WMO Pub. 306) (html) 

2003 April
Guide to FM92 GRIB Edition 2 (Word97) 

For more information on codes matters you can contact: Joël Martellet at: Martellet_j@gateway.wmo.ch
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