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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

In 1982 the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) requested that a Newsletter be produced to provide World Weather Watch Centres with the latest operational information.  In December 2001 (Sydney) the CBS Management Group agreed that the Newsletter should be distributed via electronic mail and accompanied by an announcement informing recipients of the latest issue available on the WMO server.  Through WMO letter No. 18172-02/WB/SY/T.8 dated 20 March 2002 and the first two issues of the Newsletter of 2002, all recipients of the Newsletter were informed of the plan to cease the distribution of the Newsletter on paper as from the May-June 2002 edition. .  For the future we envisage disseminating the electronic newsletter at irregular intervals (i.e. as and when information is made available to us), thus providing operational centres with the most recent and relevant information.

This Newsletter is disseminated free of charge by the World Meteorological Organization Secretariat.  Its objective is to provide World Weather Watch (WWW) Centres with urgent notifications and a summary of the latest operational information on the World Weather Watch and Marine Meteorological Services, in particular on:
· The Global Observing System 

· The Global Telecommunication System 

· The Global Data-Processing System 

· Data Management 

· Codes 

· Marine Meteorological Services

PLEASE check our World Weather Watch home page for the most recent edition.  Alternatively complete the subscription form (if you havn’t already done so) and we will contact you when the Newsletter is available.

ISSUES PER YEAR

The Newsletter is currently being distributed every two months (6 issues per year):

January/February
May/June
September/October
March/April
July/August
November/December
CONTACT INFORMATION

For Comments, suggestions, queries or subscriptions complete the subscription form and return to:

Jennifer BEST: Internet: Best_J@gateway.wmo.ch OR bestj@www.wmo.ch
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MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR 2002
1.  World Weather Watch meetings
http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html
2.  Marine Meteorological Services meetings
http://www.wmo.ch/web/aom/marprog/forthcoming_events.html
GLOBAL OBSERVING SYSTEM

1. Publication No. 9, Volume A - Observing Stations

1.1 Updates:  List of updates and METNO
1.2  Changes in radiosonde instruments and observation procedures
Notification from the Arab Republic of Egypt: see METNOA4102
Due to the lack of spare parts the upper air stations: 62306, 62378, 62414 and 62337 will produce radiosonde observations only at 0000 and 1200UTC effective 1 October 2002.

Notification from Seychelles: see METNOA4202
Due to the refurbishment of the hydrogen generator, the upper-air station 63985, will as of 17 October 2002, suspend FSIA TEMP observations at 0000 and 1200 UTC until mid-November.

2. Automatic Marine Stations

2.1  Status of National Programmes:

United States of America (24/10/2002)
Australia (30/09/2002)

New Zealand (13/09/2002)

France (23/10/2002)

2.2 Information from European Group on Ocean Stations (28/10/2002)
2.3 Information from ARGOS Service - ARGOS monthly status reports 01 October 2002
3. Daylight Saving Time

AUSTRALIAN SUMMER TIME 2002/2003

Tasmania will implement daylight saving of one hour at 1600 UTC, 6 October 2002.  Summer Time will continue until 1600 UTC, 30 March 2003. 

New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory, South Australia and Victoria will implement daylight saving of one hour at 1600 UTC, 27 October 2002.  Summer Time will continue until 1600 UTC, 30 March 2003.

Western Australia (except for Giles which will follow South Australian practice), Queensland and Northern Territory will not be implementing Summer Time. 

The following observational schedule for Australian stations will be implemented for the duration of Summer Time: 

Surface Observations: 

(a) Stations, which are part of the RBSN, equipped with an automatic weather station, will continue to transmit SYNOP at the standard WMO hours. 

(b) Surface observations in States implementing Summer Time from stations which are not part of the RBSN, will be made one hour earlier than schedules previously advised. 

(c) Western Australia, Queensland and the Northern Territory surface observations will continue on the present schedule. 

Upper Air Observation: 

(a) All programs will remain unchanged. 

Other stations under Australian control will adopt the following schedules: 

94229 (Willis Island) will follow Queensland practice. 

94995 (Lord Howe island will follow New South Wales practice, however it will implement daylight saving of half an hour at 1600 UTC: 

94996 (Norfolk Island) schedule remains unchanged. 

94998 (Macquarie Island) will follow Tasmanian practice. 

96996 (Cocos Island) and 96995 (Christmas Island) will follow Western Australian practice.

Australian Antarctic stations' schedules remain unchanged.

NEW ZEALAND SUMMER TIME 2002/2003

New Zealand will introduce a period of daylight saving from 1400 UTC 5 October 2002 to 1400 UTC 15 March 2003.  During this period all upper air soundings will be carried out one hour earlier but synop reports will continue to be made at UTC times.

4. Feed-Back from Members to the Secretariat on any Changes in the Observing Network

4.1 Explanatory Note
4.2 Feedback Form
GLOBAL TELECOMMUNICATION SYSTEM

1. Publication No. 9, Volume C1 – “Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins”

1.1 Updates:

· Notification from RTH Offenbach, Germany

Changes to Germany, Offenbach: see METNO MC4102.txt
Changes to Lithuania, Vilnius; Latvia, Riga; Sweden, Norrkoping: see METNO MC4202.txt
MARINE METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES

1. Publication No. 9 - Volume D – "Information for Shipping"

1.1 Amendments to Volume D

Amend Chapter 2 – Meteorological Broadcasts by Radio-Facsimile 

Alaska (United States of America ) - Planned new schedule for 1 October 2002

Hawaii (United States of America) - New schedule began 6 July 2002.
Amend Chapter 6 - Marine Meteorological Services Available for Main Port 

United States of America – Changes in contact details effective 6 September 2002.
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