FM 15 METAR and FM 16 SPECI

NEW ZEALAND

National deviations from the following global regulations:

15.1

The criteria covering the issue of SPECI are described in the following table. 

15.5

Wind speed will be reported in knots.

15.5.2

At all wind speeds and with any amount of variation in direction, wind direction will only be reported as variable  “VRB” when it is impossible to determine a single wind direction.

15.5.3 

The variation in wind direction group is reported if the total variation is 60 degrees or more and the mean wind speed is greater than 3 knots.

15.5.6

For wind speeds of 100 knots or more, the exact number of wind speed units (knots shall be coded in lieu of the two figure code ff or fmfm.

15.6.3

Other than at Auckland (NZAA), Wellington (NZWN) and Christchurch (NZCH) when the horizontal visibility is 10 km or more, it will be coded in whole kilometres followed by the letters KM.

15.6.4 and 15.10
Other than at Auckland (NZAA), Wellington (NZWN) and Christchurch (NZCH) CAVOK is not used.

15.7

Runway visual range is only reported at Auckland (NZAA).

15.9.1.1

Other than at Auckland (NZAA), Wellington (NZWN) and Christchurch (NZCH) NSC is not used, clouds are reported at all heights and SKC is used to report no cloud.

15.14

The criteria governing the issue of Trend forecasts are described in the following table.
	ELEMENT
	SPECI
	Trend
	TAF

	WIND DIRECTION

A change of 60 degrees or more provided the mean speed is 10 knots or more before and / or after the change:
	yes
	yes
	yes

	MEAN WIND SPEED

(a) A change by 10 knots or more since the last report:
	yes
	no
	no

	(b) An expected change of 10 knots or more
	no
	yes
	yes

	GUSTINESS

An increase of 10 knots or more provided mean wind speed is 15 knots or more before and / or after the change:
	yes
	no
	no

	VISIBILITY

Value changes to or passes through:
	8000 m

5000 m

3000 m

1500 m

800 m
	8000 m

5000 m

3000 m

1500 m

800 m
	8000 m

5000 m

3000 m

1500 m

800 m

	RUNWAY VISUAL RANGE (RVR)

RVR changes to or passes through:

Note: at Auckland, (NZAA) only
	800 m

600 m

350 m

150 m
	no
	no

	CLOUD

Provided cloud amount is BKN or OVC before and / or after the change, when the height changes to or passes through:
	1500 ft

1000 ft

500 ft

300 ft*

200 ft**

100 ft***
	1500 ft

1000 ft

500 ft

300 ft* 200 ft**

100 ft***
	1500 ft

1000 ft

500 ft

300 ft* 200 ft**

100 ft***

	Provided the height of base is at or below 1500ft
	When the amount is observed or forecast to change from SCT or less to BKN or OVC, or vice versa

	When CB are forecast to develop or dissipate
	no
	yes
	yes


* at Whenuapai (NZWP) only, ** at Auckland (NZAA), Ohakea (NZOH) and Christchurch (NZCH) only, *** at Auckland only

	ELEMENT
	SPECI
	Trend
	TAF

	WEATHER PHENOMENA

When the onset or cessation of any of the following occurs
	· freezing precipitation 

· moderate or heavy precipitation (including showers thereof)

· thunderstorm (with or without precipitation)

· duststorm

· sandstorm

· ice crystals

· freezing fog

· low drifting dust, sand or snow

· blowing dust, sand or snow (including snowstorm)

· squall

· funnel cloud (tornado or waterspout)

	When a change in intensity of any of the following occurs
	· freezing precipitation

· moderate or heavy precipitation

(including showers thereof)

· moderate or heavy precipitation associated with thunderstorms

· sandstorm

· duststorm


