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Background:

In connection with the planning and design process for the WMO Information System (WIS) two enquiries were made in 2004 directed to the Technical Commissions and 2006 among Members requesting input to the concept of WIS as a system to be used by all WMO and WMO-sponsored programmes.

As the work on the concept of WIS has developed during the past few years, it received strong support by the WMO governing bodies and has reached the stage of realization which includes a number of development projects and co-operative arrangements for testing WIS functional components and communication options.

So far, information on the existing and future requirements of the participating programmes for operational WIS services is still rather fragmented, needs documenting and bringing up to date. The ICG/WIS has therefore recommended to make another attempt to compile a list of WIS requirements from all participating programmes with the intent to using it as the basis for the initial design and phased implementation of WIS. The requirement list will later be the subject of a continuous review process, the Rolling Requirement Review (RRR/WIS) in which all WIS partners will participate to ensure that WIS becomes a common infrastructure serving all programmes in a cost-effective and satisfactory manner.

The most recent description of the WIS concept has been presented and discussed at the Technical Conference on WIS which was held from 6 - 8 November 2006 before the session of CBS. Cg.-XV and EC-LVIII have reconfirmed the need for WIS as a common WMO infrastructure to serve the scientific and technical programmes in which WMO is engaged and encouraged Members and all programme bodies together with the Secretariat to implement WIS as a high priority action.

The following questions are meant to trigger statements of requirements for WIS services by the participating WMO programmes as an essential input to the design and implementation of WIS. They paraphrase to some extent a questionnaire to the presidents and vice presidents of Technical Commissions circulated in March 2004 in recognition of the fact that only three responses had been received from the Presidents and some of the statements would need to be updated in the light of recent developments.

This enquiry will also be directed to the experts of programmes not represented by a Technical  Commission and other potential partners in the WIS project and make use of the expertise available in the relevant units and offices of the Secretariat.

Questions:

1. Data collection and Information management functions

a. Please identify programme specific data sources

b. What are the mechanisms for the collection and compilation of data sets?

2. Information dissemination function (push)

a. Please describe the flow of programme-specific data to production centres

b. And users of special data sets and products created under your programme.

c. Identify users outside the programme community, e.g. other programmes, individual subscribers to the reception of programme data and products, etc.

3. Information Discovery, Access and Retrieval  (DAR) services (pull) 

a. Please identify programme data centres (DCPC) offering access to their data and products on request/reply basis

b. Please specify what information catalogues are available, noting if they are online, and languages they are available in

c. Please specify the mechanisms and communication channels used

d. Please indicate which regular subscriber services are offered

e. DAR will initially be an internal function of WIS, with some external access to metadata. The capability will exist to also make DAR available to external users. Do you have any specific requirements, user groups or issues with opening DAR to external users (ie public access via internet)? 

4. Information formats (WMO, Other international standard, programme specific)

a. Please specify which standard formats are used for the programme data.

b. Please specify which standard formats expected to be needed for future programme information.

5. Information volumes estimated and timeframes for routine exchange

a. Please provide estimates of the programme data volumes for

i. regular global, regional, sub-regional dissemination

ii. identify the time frames for data exchange (real-time, near r-t, delayed mode)

b. Please provide estimates of trends in the above volumes over next 5 to 10 years.

6. Programme data centres and production centres (DCPC)

a. Please identify programme-specific DCPCs outside the WMO structures which are potential participants in WIS

b. Please provide an estimate of priorities for the above centres coming into WIS and likely time lines

7. Programme users (internal and external)

a. Please identify existing and potential users of WIS under your programme.

8. Programme Development

a. Please indicate expected programme developments relevant to WIS within the next 2 year, 2-5 year and 5-10 year period with regard to 

i. programme-specific data sources

ii. programme data centres and their products

iii. information exchange and information management requirements
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