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	ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL IMPLICATION:

None

ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED:

This document presents a brief summary on coordination of WIGOS and WIS activities, linking WIGOS and WIS requirements and coordinated involvement of RAs and TCs in WIGOS-WIS activities. 

DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:

The session is invited to formulate recommendations for the future period and submit them to EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS-4 for consideration.
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DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE

GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE SUBGROUP ON WIGOS-3

4.  COORDINATION OF WIGOS AND WIS ACTIVITIES, LINKING OF WIGOS AND WIS REQUIREMENTS (Agenda item 4)

4.1 The Subgroup on WIGOS reviewed a summary on coordination of WIGOS and WIS activities and made the following recommendations to be considered by the fourth session of the EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS. 
4.2 SG-WIGOS-3 agreed that more efforts should be spent on the development of WIGOS metadata standards, taking into account the lessons learned and experiences gained in developing WIS Discovery, Access and Retrieval (DAR) metadata standards. To achieve this target, resources and time frame must be planned accordingly. 
4.3 …
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. Resolution 30 (Cg-XV) recognized that WIGOS development should proceed concurrently with the planning and implementation of WIS. It stressed that combination of both efforts would allow for an integrated WMO end-to-end system of systems designed to improve Members’ capability to effectively provide a wide range of high quality services and to better serve all WMO Programmes requirements.
2. Following the guidance of Cg-XV, Executive Council through its Resolution 3 (EC-LIX) established the Executive Council Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System and the WMO Information System (EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS) to steer and monitor WIGOS activities and to coordinate them with the planning and development of WIS.
3. As authorized by EC-LIX, EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS established its Subgroup on WIGOS with responsibility for, inter-alia, coordination of the WIGOS development and implementation with the planning and implementation of WIS.
4. During the WIGOS Test of Concept phase (2007-2011), EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS and its Subgroup regularly reviewed WIGOS/WIS coordination activities. Summary of this coordination is reproduced in the “Report on the integration process between the WMO observing systems” (Doc.9, SG-WIGOS-3).

5. Major conclusions of SG-WIGOS are summarized below.
6. The utilization of both the existing and the new functionalities of WIS have been demonstrated by the several WIGOS Projects. The WIS Project Office has been involved in, and provided assistance to the Projects to achieve data/metadata representation compliance with the WIS requirements. 
7. Lessons learned from implementation of the WIGOS Projects showed a critical role of the Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR) process in implementation of WIGOS and WIS, their mutual coordination and linking their requirements. The current CEOS-WMO Database on User Requirements and Observing Capabilities served as the basis for the RRR process should be redesigned taking into account WIGOS and WIS requirements.
8. Linking WIGOS and WIS requirements must be also taken into account when developing the WIGOS Operational database as specified by CONOPS (Doc. 6). It directly relates with metadata issue.
9. As discussed in WDIS (Doc. 7), WIGOS is crucially dependant upon effective WIS support and services and should proceed in close coordination with WIS implementation. This includes the specialized data collection means as well as the generation, collection, management and handling of related metadata
) that is essential to ensure that data within WIGOS will meet the stringent traceability requirements of special users, such as climate scientists. 
10. The metadata also play an important role in the WIS discovery and access functionality to observations and products. The needed metadata therefore includes both that which pertain to the observational information as well as that which describes the observational products and which is necessary to share the information.
11. EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS-3 noted that WIS metadata was fairly easy obtained (from the GISC perspective) but there was already an urgent need to get metadata from WIGOS. EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS requested its SG-WIGOS to address this issue accordingly. The future ICG-WIGOS should provide technical guidance and assistance for the WIGOS development of WIGOS metadata standards as well as the WIGOS operational database.
12. Relevant aspects of WIGOS/WIS coordination activities are being implemented in several WIGOS Projects and incorporated in the WIGOS documentation (WDIP, CONOPS, WDIS, and WIP).  Further details related to these activities are presented under relevant agenda items.
13. In accordance with the Work Programme and Action Plan of the EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS (April 2010 – April 2011) it is foreseen to continue activities on linking of WIGOS and WIS requirements (responsible: Chair, EC-WG and Chair, ICG-WIS). 
14. It also foresees close involvement of: 
· RAs to: 
a) develop and coordinate Regional WIGOS and WIS implementation plans,
b) incorporate WIGOS and WIS in their operating plans and work programmes); and 
· TCs to provide their support to WIGOS and WIS implementation through development of relevant standards and guidance to Members.
__________
� It is necessary to clearly distinguish between station/platform metadata (“WIGOS metadata”) and WIS metadata needed for Data Discovery, Access and Retrieval (DAR) services that WIS must provide. Both are essential to WIGOS.





