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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document provides relevant guidance from ICG-WIGOS-5 and EC-68.
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Relevant Resolutions of ICG-WIGOS-5 and EC-68
1. Relevant Guidance from ICG-WIGOS-5
1.1 Based on the available information on the status of the WIGOS metadata standard, of its formal representation and encoding, and of OSCAR/Surface, ICG-WIGOS expressed its opinion that Volume A and other relevant databases such as GAWSIS could now be migrated into OSCAR/Surface. However, an OSCAR User Manual and additional training of users are now urgently needed in order to ensure a successful transition to OSCAR/Surface for the Members.
1.2 WIGOS station identifiers provide an essential link between observations and the metadata describing the environment in which they were made. Although the Manual on WIGOS defines the structure of WIGOS station identifiers, it does not explain how these should be allocated. ICG-WIGOS asked the Task Team on WIGOS Metadata in collaboration with IPET-MDRD to further develop WIGOS identifiers to meet the requirements for exchange of WIGOS metadata between Members, and to include these in the detailed definition of the data representation for WIGOS metadata.

1.3 ICG-WIGOS further noted that IPET-MDRD had been asked to provide links from WIS metadata records for a dataset to the metadata for the observations that were used to create the dataset. This would require a “resolvable URL” (that is, a permanent URL that would always point to the WIGOS metadata record for the station). ICG-WIGOS requested the OSCAR project manager to propose a technical solution to allow that to be achieved.
1.4 ICG-WIGOS noted that there were three significant aspects to OSCAR/Surface being declared operational: (1) Elevating the metadata in OSCAR to the level reference data (entries would no longer be removed or modified without the permission of their owners), (2) the transfer of the publication of Volume A from the traditional method to being exported from OSCAR in a “Vol. A legacy format”, and (3) the provision of a mechanism for updating metadata in OSCAR via automated transfer from existing databases operated by the Members themselves.

1.4.1 ICG-WIGOS concurred with the view presented by the Secretariat that OSCAR/Surface was now sufficiently mature as a metadata repository for it to be declared operational. ICG-WIGOS asked the OSCAR development team to make the necessary preparations to declare OSCAR/Surface operational on 2 May 2016, and to issue appropriate notices to Members, including in the Operational Newsletter of the WWW Operational Information Service (OIS).

1.4.2 Members already running their own electronic metadata repositories will want to transfer updates to the contents of these systems onto OSCAR in an automated fashion. MeteoSwiss and DWD were testing a pilot for such automated exchange. The intention was to replace the format used in the pilot with the data representation of WIGOS metadata being developed by TT-WMD and IPET-MDRD, but such a representation was only expected to become stable by May 2016. ICG-WIGOS recommended that Members should be informed that a pilot machine-to-machine interface had been developed, and that Members were welcome to experiment with this, but that interested Members should be warned that additional work would be needed to convert any development done during the experimental phase to work also with the final version of the data representation.
1.5 Several challenges were mentioned related to GCW, such as the provision of CryoNet Sites/Stations metadata to OSCAR/Surface, and GCW contribution to the WIGOS Data Quality Monitoring System.
1.6 ICG-WIGOS considered its future working structure. It decided to close down two task teams, namely TT-WRM and TT-WQM, and to establish the following new Teams: a) WIGOS Editorial Board (WEdB); b) a Task Team on the WIGOS Data Quality Monitoring System; c) a Task Team on WIGOS Data and Partnership. Regarding TT-WMD it was decided to keep the team active until the end of 2016 and then to establish a new Task team on OSCAR Development.

2. Relevant Resolutions from EC-68
2.1 EC-68 Decision 5.1(1)/1 — Endorses the Concept Note on establishment of WMO Regional WIGOS Centres (RWC):

2.1.1 The proposed mandatory functions for the RWC are directly linked with two of the priority areas of the WIGOS Pre-operational Phase (2016-2019):

2.1.1.1 Regional WIGOS metadata management (work with data providers to facilitate collecting, updating and providing quality control of WIGOS metadata in OSCAR/Surface); 

2.1.1.2 Regional WIGOS performance monitoring and incident management (WIGOS Data Quality Monitoring System) and follow-up with data providers in case of data availability or data quality issues.
2.2 EC-68 Decision 5.1(1)/2 — Acknowledges with appreciation the development of the initial version of the Guide to WIGOS to assist Members with the implementation of the WIGOS technical regulations:

2.2.1 Requests the Secretary-General: (1) To ensure editorial consistency of the Guide to WIGOS with the Manual on WIGOS (WMO-No. 1160); (2) To submit the document to the Sixteenth session of the Commission for Basic Systems (November 2016) for its review and endorsement.

2.2.2 Requests ICG-WIGOS to further develop and enhance the Guide to WIGOS with additional material as it becomes available;

2.2.3 Invites Members: (1) To use the Guide to WIGOS in their implementation of the relevant technical regulations; (2) To provide feedback to the Secretary-General on how to improve subsequent versions of the Guide to WIGOS.
2.3 EC-68 Resolution 5.1(1)/1 — Adopts the Plan for the WIGOS pre-operational phase 2016-2019 and Requests:

2.3.1 Members, the regional associations and the technical commissions to organize their activities so as to realize WIGOS goals and associated outcomes as described in the Plan;

2.3.2 The CBS and the CIMO to provide the technical lead in WIGOS pre-operational activities;

2.3.3 The ICG-WIGOS to keep the Plan under regular review, and to update and report the progress in the implementation of the Plan to the Executive Council, and to submit a report to the Eighteenth World Meteorological Congress;

2.3.4 Members to continue to provide resources, including through the WIGOS Trust Fund and/or seconded experts, to help support the implementation of WIGOS, in particular to assist with the operational deployment of OSCAR/Surface, and to support the translation of all WIGOS guidance material and user manuals into all official WMO languages;

2.3.5 All Members to liaise with non-meteorological organisations who already transmit oceanographic related information to JCOMMOPS to make more frequently available (4 times day) the MET-Ocean data from these platforms. NMHS’s may be able to help in the assignment of WIGOS identifiers to these stations.
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