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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides brief information on the current status of the GFCS implementation. It also provides more concrete specification of the WIGOS role to the Observation and Monitoring Pillar, and on needed contribution from ICG-WIGOS in the broader relationship between GFCS, WIGOS, GCOS and GEO.



Action proposed

The session is requested to consider the provided information on WIGOS contribution to the GFCS.
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WIGOS contribution to GFCS
Status of GFCS Implementation 
1. 
The Session recalled that the Third World Climate Conference in 2009 (WCC-3) attended by 13 heads of state or government, 81 ministers and more than 2500 scientists and practitioners unanimously decided to establish the GFCS, a UN-led initiative spearheaded by WMO to guide the development and application of science-based climate information and services in support of decision-making in climate sensitive sectors. In 2010, a High Level Task Force (HLT) was formed to propose elements for the Framework. The HLT produced the report "Climate Knowledge for Action: A Global Framework for Climate Services" as the basis for GFCS. In 2011 a Task Team was set up by the WMO Executive Council to develop the draft implementation plan and suggest the governance structure of the GFCS (Resolution 1 (EC-LXIII)). In 2012, the Extraordinary Session of the World Meteorological Congress established the Intergovernmental Board on Climate Services (IBCS) (Resolution 2 (Cg-Ext.(2012)) and adopted the GFCS Draft Implementation Plan for subsequent consideration of the IBCS (Resolution 1 (Cg-Ext.(2012)), as well as the establishment of  the GFCS Office (Resolution 3 (Cg-Ext.(2012)). The IBCS held its first session in Geneva in July 2013 and its second session in Geneva in November 2014. 

2.
The Session noted that the five components (or pillars) of GFCS are: User Interface Platform (UIP), Climate Services Information System (CSIS), Observations and Monitoring (O&M), Research, Modelling and Prediction (RMP) and Capacity Development (CD) which cuts across all components. These five components are needed for the effective production and delivery of climate services. The initial priority areas of GFCS are Agriculture and Food Security; Disaster Risk Reduction; Health; and Water Resources. GFCS priority areas are closely aligned to the needs and goals addressed by the Millennium Development Goals, the Hyogo Framework for Action, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Post-2015 agendas. 
3.
The Session noted with appreciation that, with the approval of the Implementation plan and governance structure of the GFCS by the Intergovernmental Board on Climate Services (IBCS), the GFCS has transitioned into its full implementation phase with activities being implemented in various countries in Africa, the Caribbean, Asia and Pacific Small Islands Developing States.
WIGOS role to the Observation and Monitoring Pillar
4. 
The Session stressed that a key factor for successfully implementing the GFCS is the coordinated and integrated engagement of relevant partners at global, regional and national levels. In particular, the implementation of the O&M pillar will require engagement of UN partners such as WMO, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the World Health Organization (WHO), as well as systems these organizations co-sponsor such as the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), and initiatives such as the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) which fosters integration of different observing systems.
5. 
The Session highlighted that developing national observation capacity for climate purposes in developing countries is a high priority of the O&M and CD pillars and this includes the implementation of the WIGOS at global, regional and national scales as broadly as possible.

6.
The Session further noted that WIGOS will satisfy, in a cost-effective and sustainable manner, the evolving observing requirements of WMO Members, while enhancing coordination of the WMO observing system with systems co-sponsored by international partners including for example the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). WIGOS together with WIS will provide data and distribute these for the development of climate services.
Priorities

7.
The Session recommended effective coordination among GFCS and WIGOS in planning and implementing activities at national and regional levels. In particular, the Session recommended that the recommendations emanating from national and regional consultations for climate services shall be inform WIGOS future actions and plans at national and regional levels. In addition, the Session recommended selection of WIGOS pilot countries based on GFCS pilot countries.
Challenges / Issues
8.
The Session recognized the main challenges to be overcome for satisfying the observational needs of GFCS, fully supporting observational requirements of health, food, water, and many other sectors, including:
· Standards in observations

· Sustainability of observing networks

· Continuous availability of observations

· Interoperability of observing systems

· Repository for national data bases

· Coordination of the actors who are involved in observations to facilitate integrated planning of observing systems and sharing of the resulting observing data.
9. 
The Session further noted that implementation of WIGOS will not address all problems of current national observing systems such as gaps, shortcomings, deficiencies, lack of quality management systems, compliance, etc. However, it will lay down the framework and processes through which Members and Regions will be able to develop plans to start addressing these problems in a systematic way contributing to a successful GFCS implementation.

Matters for ICG-WIGOS Consideration
10.
ICG-WIGOS is invited to discuss ways through which it can contribute to effective implementation of the Observation and Monitoring Pillar of the GFCS as well as its capacity development component.
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