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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on the progress of WIGOS related activities of CHy.


Action proposed

The session is requested to consider the provided information 

References:
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Progress of wigos activities within chy
1.
Support of WIGOS implementation by CHy
1.1.
At its Fourteenth Session in November 2012, CHy adopted a programme of work that included two priority themes incorporating WIGOS-specific components; quality management framework – hydrology (QMF-Hydrology), and data operations and management.  

1.2.
The QMF-Hydrology theme includes a requirement for reviewing Technical Regulations (WMO-49, Vol. III), and to do so in association with the Task Team on WIGOS Regulatory Material (TT-WRM).  

1.3.
The data operations and management theme includes a task to provide National Hydrological Services (NHSs) with guidelines, tools and techniques for the optimization of their hydrological data collection and related networks. Efforts are being made to ensure that these guidelines, tools and techniques will be compatible with WIS, WIGOS and GEOSS.  It also involves the testing and evaluation of WaterML 2.0 as a possible WMO standard for water data exchange.  The data operations and management activity is linked with the Task Team on WIGOS Metadata (TT-WMD).

2.
Progress on WIGOS related activities

2.1.
World Hydrological Observing System (WHOS)

2.1.1.
In response to questions raised at the second meeting of the ICG-WIGOS regarding integration of hydrological data in general, and the World Hydrological Cycle Observing System (WHYCOS) in particular, the CHy Advisory Working Group (i.e., management group) proposed the establishment of the WMO Hydrological Observing System (WHOS).  As WHYCOS is primarily a capacity building programme, as opposed to a database or system of hydrological observations, it was clear that a recognized network of hydrological stations and associated data was needed that represented a hydrological counterpart to GCOS, GTOS, and GOOS.  In early 2013, therefore, WHOS was proposed with the express purpose of providing a portal to the near real-time and historical streamflow data (both water level and discharge) currently available online from all National Hydrological Services that make such data available.  An additional criterion for inclusion of data into WHOS is that countries are encouraged to ensure that they be fully WIGOS-compliant.  Through time, the intent is to expand the data holdings available through the portal as NHSs make more station data available; including those from the regional WHYCOS components (i.e., HYCOS) based on appropriateness and availability.  In this regard, inclusion of stations into WHOS will represent a recognition that the data and associated data management are of the highest quality, and will serve as a goal toward which NHSs and WHYCOS components should aspire.  A WHOS concept document was prepared in 2013, and a WHOS implementation plan is being developed.  Currently, the proposal is to have an initial version of the WHOS portal operating at the Global Runoff Data Center (GRDC) in Koblenz during 2014.
2.2.
Technical Regulations

2.2.1.
As part of CHy’s participation on the TT-WRM, a draft of Chapter 8 WMO Hydrological Observing System for the Manual on WIGOS and for the Technical Regulations for WIGOS is in preparation.  A major concern and issue for CHy relates to the use of mandatory wording for practices and procedures pertaining to hydrology and water resources, and on revising the current approach of preparing regulatory material.  As a result of the complexity associated with hydrological observing procedures, particularly with the making of discharge measurements, very few regulations in Volume III of the WMO Technical Regulations use the term “shall.”  For most practices, the term “should” is used.  Progress is, however, being made and options for addressing CHy concerns have been suggested both by WIGOS and CHy personnel.

2.3.
Regional Working Groups on Hydrology

2.3.1.
In establishing the Work Programmes of the Regional Working Groups on Hydrology, linkages with WIGOS are being made when and where appropriate.
3.
CHy Perspectives on WIGOS Linkage with other WMO Priorities
3.1.
The main issue here is ensuring that the tail doesn’t wag the dog! WIGOS needs to be responsive to the needs and requirements of all WMO programmes and activities, including those identified as priorities. WIGOS is an enabler. Therefore, WIGOS should ensure that its activities are focused on assisting WMO in fulfilling its role in meeting the global societal needs, including socio-economic well being of the Members.
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