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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides a brief report of Chair, TT-WRM, on its activities since November 2012 and raises several matters for guidance, decision or approval by ICG-WIGOS that were identified at TT-WRM-1.


____________
Reference: 

1. Final Report from TT-WRM-1 (Geneva, 19-23 Nov 2012)

REPORT OF THE CHAIR
1. The Task Team was established by ICG-WIGOS in February 2012, as authorized by EC-63.

First Meeting of TT-WRM

2. The first session of the Task Team on WIGOS Regulatory Material (TT-WRM-1) of the Inter-Commission Coordination Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (ICG-WIGOS) was held at WMO headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, from 19 to 23 November 2012. The session was chaired by Mr R. Stringer (Australia), Chair, TT-WRM.
3. Based on the decisions by Cg-XVI, EC-LXIII and EC-LXIV, and in accordance with the Terms of Reference, TT-WRM carefully addressed one of the key components of the WIGOS implementation which is an update of the WMO Technical Regulations (WMO-NO. 49) (TR), Volume I. In this regard, the session considered and agreed on an approach and the key principles to be applied in developing WIGOS regulatory material; and the draft Structure of the WIGOS sections in WMO Technical Regulations (WMO-No. 49), Vol. I., Part I. WIGOS (see Ref. 1., Appendix II). 
Matters for ICG-WIGOS Consideration

4. The following matters were identified at TT-WRM-1 for guidance, decision or approval by ICG-WIGOS:

(i) Confirm with ICG-WIGOS the delivery date for TT-WRM tasks (within the overall timeframe before Congress 2015):
The TT-WRM Work Plan currently aims to meet the following targets: full draft ready for review at the next meeting of TT-WRM in June 2013; consultation with stakeholders and completion of an advanced draft ready for review at the third and final meeting of TT-WRM in November 2013. That meeting should achieve a complete near-final draft of the WIGOS TRs, ready for final guidance from ICG-WIGOS (II.-III. 2014) and EC (V.-VI. 2014).
(ii) Request ICG-WIGOS approval of the TT-WRM approach to WIGOS regulatory material, in particular to the Technical Regulations:
The extract from the report of TT-WRM-1 (paragraphs 7.10 and 7.11) explains the approach used to compose the WIGOS regulatory material. This departs from the earlier descriptions by ICG-WIGOS hence should be reviewed and approved by ICG-WIGOS:
" 7.10.
The most significant matter considered by TT-WRM was the overall model for the various WIGOS related regulatory material documents. Ad hoc discussions in the months before this meeting had explored different options. The Secretariat described a model that had been considered in May 2012 comprising updates to the TR and the Manual on the GOS together with the introduction of new manuals on WIGOS, GAW, GCW and WHYCOS. Another model developed in October 2012 was described comprising a more substantial update and expansion of the TR, combined with the anticipated phasing out of the Manual on the GOS and avoidance of separately published Manuals on WIGOS, GAW, GCW, WHYCOS or CIMO. TT-WRM decided to pursue the latter model as it appeared to encourage simplification and to be more readily achievable, as well as avoiding a significant increase in complexity and duplication.
7.11.
Noting that the TORs specifically call for a Manual on WIGOS, TT-WRM decided that it would describe and seek approval of the model for WIGOS regulatory material from ICG-WIGOS. It agreed to proceed with this model in the meantime on the basis that changing to another model would not require a significant amount of adjustment in its drafting arrangements."

(iii) Request ICG-WIGOS approval on generalised representation of hydrological observations in WIGOS TRs:
The extract from the report of TT-WRM-1 (paragraph 7.12) explains the proposed generalised representation of all WMO hydrological observations:

"7.12.
TT-WRM noted that WHYCOS is only an element of WMO's Hydrological Observing System for which the WMO regulatory material applies. Also noting that WIGOS refers to all WMO observing systems, it concluded that it should use this broader terminology in the WIGOS regulatory material. It was encouraged in this approach by the Chair, ICG-WIGOS and by representatives of the Climate and Water Department of the WMO Secretariat."

(iv) Request ICG-WIGOS approval for update to the Terms of Reference for TT-WRM:
5. TT-WRM reviewed its Terms of Reference and agreed on a draft to be submitted to ICG-WIGOS-2 for consideration and approval. They are as follows:
a) To develop a high-level WIGOS Framework Architecture;

b) To review the relevant parts of WMO Technical Regulations (WMO-No. 49) and other relevant regulatory material and make a proposal for WIGOS related regulatory material;

c) To develop the WIGOS regulatory material;

d) To propose a mechanism for the update and maintenance of the WIGOS regulatory material;
e) To submit the draft WIGOS regulatory material to the ICG-WIGOS for its coordination with and reporting to EC and for its eventual recommendation for approval by Cg-XVII;

f) To coordinate regularly with ICG-WIGOS as needed and report at least annually to  ICG-WIGOS on progress;
g) To complete its tasks by July 2015.
6. The Membership of the TT-WRM is as follows: 
a) CBS: Chair: Russell Stringer; Australia
b) CIMO: Volker Kurz; Germany
c) CAS: Prof. Ann R. Webb; UK
d) CHy: Dr. Paul J. Pilon; Canada
e) JCOMM: Mr Pierre Blouch ; France  
f) CCl: Dr Pierre Bessemoulin, France
g) CAeM: Mitternast Gregor; Austria
h) AMDAR: Jitze van der Meulen; Netherlands 

i) GCW: Jeffrey R. Key; United States of America
(v) Request ICG-WIGOS approval for change WIGOS Functional Architecture to WIGOS Framework Architecture:

TT-WRM agreed that simplicity, brevity and clarity are essential and that ideally a single graphic illustration would represent the WIGOS concept/framework. The terminology "functional architecture" raised thoughts of shapes connected by lines in a wiring diagram that might represent data flows in a software system or decisions and procedures in a business process diagram. It was considered that the WIGOS framework consists of a variety of elements that are not connected in such a uniform functional way, hence the "architecture" of the WIGOS framework will have a unique appearance requiring unique terminology. TT-WRM proposed a slight adjustment of the terminology to "WIGOS Framework Architecture".
And the following concern is reported to ICG-WIGOS for consideration:

"7.7.
TT-WRM expressed the opinion that the Reference Guide for Permanent Representatives of Members with the World Meteorological Organization on Relevant Procedures and Practices of the Organization (WMO-No. 939) should be updated in due course to emphasize that the implementation of WIGOS as an operational system includes all WMO component observing systems."
Next Steps

7. TT-WRM developed its Future Work Programme and Action Plan of TT-WRM (see Ref. 1, Appendix III). 
8. It was expected that after TT-WRM-1, the TT Members with the support provided by the Secretariat staff would make progress in preparing a first draft of the relevant sections for the new Technical Regulations. A Webex meeting was organized on 6 Feb 2013 to review progress, to check on linkages with relevant Secretariat staff, and to discuss issues and challenges. There was some uncertainty about the appropriate content to include in the Technical Regulations. To ameliorate this, exchange of examples and progress drafts, together with discussion, was agreed as an important aspect of the working arrangements.
9. A further Webex meeting is arranged for 6 March 2013 and this will be reported on at ICG-WIGOS-2.

__________
