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ITEM  1.3
ENGLISH only


PROVISIONAL AGENDA / EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING
1.1
Opening of the meeting
1.1.1
Designation of the chairman and a rapporteur


The participants in the meeting will be invited to designate a chairman of the meeting and a rapporteur, who should lead the finalisation of the report of the ET-ADRS before the meeting of the OPAG-ISS Implementation Co-ordination Team on the ISS (ICT-ISS) scheduled in September 2008 before CBS-XIV.
1.2
Adoption of the agenda
1.3
Working arrangements

The meeting will be held in English only. The participants in the meeting are invited to submit documents prior to the meeting. The document (only in English) should be sent to the WMO Secretariat to the e-mail address pkerherve@wmo.int, preferably in MSWord or pdf format. The Secretariat will post the documentation in the following meeting Web page:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WDM/ET-ADRS-1/Documents.html. 
2.
REVIEW OF DATA REPRESENTATION SYSTEMS

The following core members agreed to lead the preparation of the presentation of the data representation systems with the assistance of the other members before the meeting:
· BUFR/CREX: Simon ELLIOTT (EUMETSAT),

· XML: Jan Willem NOTEBOOM  (Netherlands)

· NetCDF: Feng GAO (China)

· HDF: Manuel FUENTES  (ECMWF)
The presentation should include a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis of the representation systems.


The meeting will review the various data representation systems that could be used to present the weather, climate and water information.
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3.
ASSESSMENT OF DATA REPRESENTATION SYSTEMS

The Expert Team within the OPAG-ISS should assess advantages and disadvantages, including implications (need for defining standardization, data processing development and integration, costs and benefits: flexibility, compression, feasibility of implementation, etc.), of different data representation systems (e.g. BUFR, CREX, XML, NetCDF, HDF) for use in real time operational international exchanges between NMHSs and in transmission of information to users outside the NMHSs. The meeting will, therefore, compare the advantages and disadvantages of the various data representation systems. The meeting will also develop recommendations on the most appropriate system depending on the type of exchange applications and report on the possible impacts of its findings on the migration to table-driven code forms.
4.
DEVELOPING A PROPOSAL FOR A CBS POLICY ON DATA REPRESENTATION SYSTEMS

The CBS Management Group emphasized that the deliverables for the ET-ADRS were the assessment of Data Representation systems and relevant recommendations. The ET should also aim at developing a proposal for a CBS policy on data representation systems. The meeting will consider the development of a proposal for a CBS policy on data representation systems.
5. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME
6. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
Tentative work schedule
	
	23 April 2008
	24 April 2008
	25 April 2008

	Morning
	Item 1

Item 2
	Item 3 - Sub-groups to assess representations systems (cont.)
	Sub-groups to prepare contributions to be submitted to the ICT‑ISS

	
	
	
	

	Afternoon
	Item 2 (cont.)
Item 3
	Item 3 - Reports of the sub‑groups
Item 4 
	Reports of the sub‑groups

Item 5
Item 6


