World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
WMO Comments on ITU-R Study Group Restructuring
The World Meteorological Organization, a U.N. Organization similar to the ITU, recognizes the need for international organizations to periodically restructure in order to realign work and improve efficiency.  The WMO, representing the international meteorological community and users of meteorological observing systems, sees problems with the proposals to make the science services study group (currently Study Group 7) responsible for meteorological radars, thereby separating meteorological radars from the working party (Currently Working Party 8B) addressing all other types of radars.  The RAG and RA-07 should consider the following points prior to making such a change in the ITU-R structure:
· Meteorological radars are a specific application of radar technology operating in the radiodetermination, radiolocation, and/or radionavigation services.  In recent years, there has been a convergence of radar applications where a single radar platform will perform multiple applications such as air traffic control and meteorological observations, or airborne radionavigation and weather detection.  Consistent with the approach indicated in at least one RAG proposal that converging applications should be considered in the same study group, converging radar applications should be considered in the same working party.  To separate meteorological radars would require separate study groups to consider similar, but different applications, performed within a single system. 
· Meteorological radars operate in the same bands as other radar systems.  Separating the responsibility for meteorological radars will require the two working parties to coordinate work on recommendations and WRC agenda items on a continuous basis.   Decisions of one working can have an impact on the radar systems under the responsibility of the second working party.  If work for all radars is contained in a single working party, all stakeholders would be present during the conduct of the work and coordination between all stakeholders can be easily accomplished.  Coordination between separate working parties will increase the complexity of the work and slow the progress, decreasing the efficiency of the ITU-R.
· Working Party 8B M. series recommendations are of type types: 1) recommendations containing technical and operational characteristics of all radars operated in the subject frequency band, and 2) recommendations containing general analysis procedures, spectrum efficiency techniques, and spectrum sharing techniques.  Splitting the responsibility for meteorological radars away from the working party for other radar systems will require the two working parties to break existing “technical and operational characteristics” recommendations (ITU-R M.8BL38, M.629, M.1464 and M.1638) into similar, parallel recommendations containing only systems under their responsibility.  These recommendations will contain a significant amount of duplicate text, but must be maintained by separate working parties.  The current recommendations addressing general radar analysis procedures, radar spectrum use and efficiency, and radar measurements (Recommendations ITU-R M.1177, M.1179, M.1461, M.1314, M.1372, M.1461, and M.1652) will need to be duplicated for the work relating to meteorological radars.  

· The work involving meteorological radars benefits from having the expertise for all radars within the same working party.  Moving them to another working party will require the gaining working party to develop expertise in ground based, shipborne and airborne radars.

In conclusion, separating the treatment of meteorological radars from other types of radars will not improve efficiency or lower operations costs in the ITU-R.  In fact, it will most likely create redundant work, create the need for extensive coordination between two working parties, and prevent the collaborative efforts of all radar experts within a single working party.  The World Meteorological Organization proposes meteorological radars be retained in the same working party responsible for other radar systems. 
