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Aim of the document
This document gives an overview on the preparations for the development of a PC monitoring application for IW monitoring.

Background

During its twelfth session, CBS proposed to define and develop a monitoring PC including the software to unify and ease the WMO-Monitoring procedures with a view to planned improvements and extension to WWW monitoring. At the time being, each monitoring software contains appropriate software parts to analyse the bulletin report contents. To include code for additional monitoring purposes, about 100 NMCs and 32 RTHs would have to migrate their MSS software. As result of this process, probably each centre will come out to slightly different results. Before that happens, it was proposed to use a dedicated monitoring PC at each centre.

Development of a monitoring PC
DWD has committed to develop a monitoring PC to be used by each centre. The monitoring application will be developed by the IBL Software Engineering company. This company has experiences with meteorological messages switching software. Its product, IBL-MSS, is used at DWD and other centres and contains already comparable monitoring code as a modular part of the message switch. The evaluation of the monitoring software by DWD will start in September 2004. A distribution to other centres will probably start in the end of 2004 or the beginning of 2005 after clarification of some distribution conditions between DWD and WMO.

The development of the application software for the “Integrated WWW Monitoring PC” is based on the following specifications:

· The software will be developed to run under MS Windows (2000, XP) and Linux operating systems.

· The business logic will be written in “C” programming language, the user interface in "Java".

· The software functionality follows the specifications of the "Expert Team on Quantity Monitoring of the WWW (Final Report of the meeting in Geneva,7-9 August 2000) and the report of the “Workshop on WWW Quantitative Monitoring” (Toulouse, 2-4 June 2003).

· Two configurable interfaces to GTS-communication systems will be provided:

- Asynchronous, if only bulletins containing ASCII data are to be evaluated and

- FTP, if also  BUFR coded bulletins are to be evaluated.

