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Summary and Purpose of the Document
This document raises questions related to the exchange of metadata on the WIS-GTS.

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider how to exchange metadata on the WIS-GTS.
Questions related to the exchange of metadata on the WIS-GTS

1. Extracts from Attachment II-15 of the Manual on the GTS (see  http://www.wmo.int/web/www/ois/Operational_Information/WMO386/Volume1/PART2.pdf).

“General file naming conventions

/…/

The procedure is based on transmission of file pairs, one file being the information file and the other being the associated metadata file. The concept of file pairs allows the communications function to be implemented independently of data management requirements for structure of metadata, yet provides for the carriage of whatever metadata is required. It is not compulsory to always have a .met file, such as when the information file itself is self-specifying or when a single .met file can describe several information files (for example as in the case of same data type for different times). There is always however a clear relation between the Information File Name and the Metadata File Name, which should only differ from their Extension field and possible wildcards.“

2. The Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation (IPET-MI) is developing a WMO metadata standard, which will be presented in XML (see http://www.wmo.int/web/www/WDM/IPET-MI-II/draft_final_report_20060509.doc).

3. The GTS file naming convention needs to be extended to cover the WIS requirements; in particular a unique identifier (“productidentifier” for the option pflag = w) should be defined. The Expert Team on Communication Techniques and Structure (ET-CTS) is working on the definition of a unique identifier for file names under the WMO file naming convention (see document 7.2).

4. A metadata is associated to a data set. With a view to avoiding the repetition of information on the GTS, the following questions should be considered:

· Should the parts of the metadata common to a data set (“static metadata”) be exchanged only once on the GTS, when a new data set is created or when the metadata of a data set are updated (in this case with a new generic file name)?

· Should the dynamic parts of the metadata (“dynamic metadata”) be exchanged on the GTS each time that new data, parts of the data set, are entered into the GTS?

5. There is a need to further define the procedures for the exchange of data and metadata on the WIS-GTS. The following questions should be considered:

· What covers the concept of “data set” for the exchange of data on the GTS? e.g. for the surface data from a list of stations operated by a country, should it be the complete time series of data described by the same metadata? In this case, the dynamic metadata would be information on the times of observation and/or whether the data are delayed/corrected/amended compared to data previously sent, and the static metadata would be all the other data about the data set.

· How should the static metadata be presented? e.g. in XML in accordance with the WMO metadata standard being defined by IPET-MI.

· How to inform on the closure of a data set and of its associated static metadata? e.g. by sending a specific metadata file with the file name of the metadata and an extension of the file name informing of the closure”.

· How should the dynamic metadata be presented? e.g. by presenting the information in a short metadata file or by extending the file name to include the relevant information.

