Commission for Basic Systems

OPAG on Information Systems and Services (OPAG-ISS)
Expert Team on GTS-WIS Operations and Implementation (ET-OI)

(ET-OI) TOR:

(Activities to be carried out in close coordination with the ET-DRC chair, CT- Migration to TCDF chair, Rapporteur on WWW Monitoring, Rapporteur on the WMO Guide on Data Management and Focal points of RTHs located on the MTN, with the assistance of the Secretariat, mainly by correspondence – e-mail).

(a) Monitor the GTS-WIS operational information flow and coordinate management of operational information exchange procedures, routing and traffic; co-ordinate  the allocation of abbreviated headings required for the exchange of data and products and for the  migration to TDCF;

(b) Coordinate and further develop recommended practices and guidance on the management of and access to operational information related to WWW information exchange, specially for GTS-WIS operation (Abbreviated Heading tables, catalogue of bulletins and files, routing directories, etc.); 

(c) Develop recommendations for coordinated implementation and planning of techniques, procedures and systems for the MTN and MTN centres, including towards the core communication component of WIS;

(d) Develop a mechanism for allocation of unique identifiers required for the file naming convention, and other identification purposes;

(e) Identify implementation issues requiring the urgent consideration of the OPAG-ISS.

(ET-OI) work plan and deliverables

(a) In coordination with ET-CTS assess the status of GTS operational procedures at RTH centres and their respective NMCs with respect to their ability to receive, handle and relay binary messages, and the maximum message length that is possible in their Message Switching system (End of 2005);

(b) In coordination with ET-CTS examine the use of the International Alphabet No.5 (8 bits) with a view to allow a more flexible usage in meteorological messages containing plain text, in particular the use of upper and lower case characters (Q4 2006);

(c) Examine and review the present and future requirements for the allocation of abbreviated headings TTAAii CCCC YYGGgg (BBB) to facilitate the migration to table-driven code forms, to distribute “migrated data” encoded in BUFR and CREX (On-going);

(d) Maintain and update a comprehensive and coherent set of Tables in Attachment II-5 of the Manual on GTS (WMO No. 386) and to develop extensions of the Tables to cover the requirements including the “migrated data”, the ensemble prediction GRIB data issued by numerical weather prediction centres and BUFR messages issued by the WAFCs (On-going);

(e) Develop jointly with ET-CTS as a matter of urgency a mechanism and common approach for assigning unique identifiers in a wide range of activities, including documents, file names and station identifiers based on a sequence of delegating authority to generate identifiers (End 2005);

(f) Consolidate operational procedures for the exchange and distribution of bulletins related to the IO-TWS, including message format for acknowledgment of receipt of a bulletin, and provide for the general coordination of operational tests.
An Implementation-Coordination Meeting on the MTN (GTS-WIS) is planned for 2006 for coordinating implementation and planning of techniques, procedures and systems for the MTN and MTN centres, including towards the core communication component of WIS.
