	
	
	

	
	
	


STATUS OF GTS IMPLEMENTATION AT RTH NAIROBI
1. AUTOMATIC MESSAGE SWITCHING SYSTEM(AMSS) 

The current Automatic Message Switching System  (AMSS) installed in 1993 is to be replaced.

The installation of the new AMSS has commenced and is expected to be completed by end of June 2006. 

       Plans are underway to install a RETIM-Africa station in Nairobi and Mombasa. by  June 2006. 

2. GTS IMPLEMENTATION

a. National Telecommunication Network

The national Data Collecting Platforms namely Garissa, Mombasa, Kisumu and Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) are equipped with VSATs and send in data from their respective zones of responsibility directly into AMSS through FTP. Plans are also underway to install GPRS (General Packet Radio Services) to enhance data collection and complement existing Radio Telephones. 

Table 1. Implementation status of National Telecommunication Network at RTH NAIROBI

	NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION NETWORK
	CIRCUIT TYPE
	SPEED
	STATUS

	KISUMU

(DATA COLLECTION PLATFORM)
	VSAT TCP/IP
	64KBPS
	OPERATIONAL

	MOMBASA 

(DATA COLLECTION PLATFORM)
	VSAT TCP/IP
	64KBPS
	OPERATIONAL

	JOMO KENYATTA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (JKIA)

(DATA COLLECTION PLATFORM)


	VSAT TCP/IP
	64KBPS
	OPERATIONAL

	ELDORET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
	VSAT TCP/IP
	64KBPS
	OPERATIONAL

	GARISSA

(DATA COLLECTION PLATFORM)


	VSAT TCP/IP
	64KBPS
	OPERATIONAL

	WILSON AIRPORT
	VSAT TCP/IP
	64KBPS
	OPERATIONAL

	NANYUKI
	LEASED TELEGRAPHIC LINE
	75 bauds
	OPERATIONAL

	MOI AIR BASE
	LEASED TELEGRAPHIC LINE
	75 bauds
	OPERATIONAL


b. Regional  Telecommunication Network implementation status and future plans

Nairobi-Entebbe link has been implemented through VSAT.  Dar es Salaam the is to be upgraded through VSAT by June 2006.

The Nairobi –Addis link is unserviceable and the national telecommunication providers in Nairobi and Addis are unable to restore this link due to incompatibility in technology. The telecommunication link from Addis Ababa to the border with Kenya is digital and on the Kenyan side is analogue. VSAT communication systems have been recommended for Addis Ababa and Djibouti NMCs. Meanwhile, Addis NMC continues to send data through email to Nairobi. 

                         The following links have not been implemented:-

                        Nairobi – Kigali, Nairobi – Bujumbura, Nairobi – Asmara, Nairobi –Mogadishu and 

                        Nairobi -     Djibouti

                        Kigali, Bujumbura, Djibouti and mogadiscio sends their data through AFTN  while Asmara sends 

                          data via E-mail 

Table 2: Implementation status and future plans of GTS circuits connected with RTH NAIROBI

	NAME OF CIRCUIT
	CIRCUIT TYPE
	SPEED
	STATUS
	FUTURE PLANS

	MAIN TRUNK LINKS

	
	
	
	

	OFFENBACH
	DIGITAL LEASED LINE TCP/IP
	64 KBPS
	OPERATIONAL
	Plans underway this year(2006) to replace  with VSAT link with 64 KB/S TCP/IP to improve reliability and reduce monthly recurrent cost from USD 6500 to USD 2000 in Nairobi 

	TOULOUSE
	DIGITAL LEASED LINE

TCP/IP
	64 KBPS
	OPERATIONAL
	

	CAIRO
	ANALOGUE LEASED LINE X25
	9.6 KBPS
	OPERATIONAL
	

	REGIONAL LINKS


	
	
	
	

	ENTEBBE
	VSAT

TCP/IP
	64 KBPS
	OPERATIONAL
	

	DAR-ES-SALAAM
	ANALOGUE LEASED LINE TCP/IP
	9.6 KBPS
	OPERATIONAL
	Work already started to Replace with 64KB/s VSAT link this year(2006)

	ADDIS ABABA
	ANALOGUE LEASED LINE TCP/IP
	9.6 KBPS
	NOT IN SERVICE
	Discussion to migrate to VSAT or implement the link over internet started. 

	PRETORIA
	ANALOGUE 

LEASED LINE TCP/IP
	9.6 KBPS
	CCT IS GOOD BUT THERE IS A PROBLEM OF PROTOCOL in Data communication
	


3. Review of the exchange of meteorological data and products

RTH Nairobi continued to monitor data from NMCs under its zone of responsibility namely: Dar es Salaam, Entebbe, Kigali, Bujumbura, Djibouti, Addis Ababa, Eritrea and Reunion and all data from AFMET III (Pretoria/Lusaka). 

The RTH Nairobi also continued to participate in the WMO Special Monitoring Exercises (SMM) conducted in January, April and July, and the Annual Global Monitoring (AGM)  conducted in October. Poor performance of telecommunication systems and unimplemented links continued to contribute to unsatisfactory data availability in the region.






























































































