RTH Brasilia

A - Use of E-mail:

1. If applicable, please describe your experience and arrangements made for using e-mail to receive/transmit meteorological information (e. g. for data collection, for data/products distribution, number of centres concerned, operational status, etc.).


RTH Brasilia uses e-mail as backup way to collect data. If there are communication problems, the collecting centre sends its bulletin via e-mail. There is a procedure for sending data to the MSS which can route or not the bulletin according to an authorisation table.


There is also a possibility to compile special bulletins and send then via e-mail to the users. Manly it is done in case of automatic weather station.

2. Please provide details on the procedures used (e. g. the need for the Abbreviated Heading Line to appear in the subject line, body of the message or attachment, data in the body of the message or attachment, use of pre-defined forms, timing coordination, etc.).


The e-mail body must contain the word HEADING: followed by the abbreviated heading to be routed automatically. If it fails, the bulletin is sent to the operator. The message can be in the body of the e-mail or as attachment.

3. Because of the nature of e-mail service, have you experienced problems like delays, spamming, etc.?


No.

4. What is your opinion about the use of e-mail for this operational purpose?


Works fine once you have few data to be transmitted. 

B - Use of FTP

1. If applicable, please describe your experience and arrangements made for the use of FTP to receive/transmit and/or provide access to meteorological information.


RTH Brasilia makes extensive use of FTP to exchange data between the users. People do not complain about the process..

2. Please provide details on the procedures used (e. g. You initiate the call or you are called; what's the filenaming and directory format; use of active or passive FTP; use of username/password, GTS report/bulletin format or special pre-defined file format, etc.).


We do not provide a server for passive FTP. We associate one user to one channel. The user normally have his own password. There is an application which make the connections and transfer the data.

3. If applicable, please describe any problem you have experienced when using FTP through firewalls in both originating and terminating centre.


I had a problem with Uruguay. They not accept active FTP. The MSS has the FTP procedure built in and can not be changed. Then I have to write the data on an intermediate host t

o be fetched by the user.

4. Please provide any additional comment or opinion on the use of FTP for collection/dissemination of meteorological information.

It helps a lot!

C - Use of other Web functions, such as HTTP

 If applicable, please describe your experience, arrangements and procedures made for the use of other Web functions (such as HTTP data input form) to ingest meteorological data.

We use this option only to get data from automatic stations! There is a PHP application to ingest the data received and insert then in the Message Switching. We are also developing an application in Java to exchange data with the MSS.
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