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DCS/ Coordinated data-distribution systems (including IGDDS)
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ET-CTS/DCS Task: Promote and facilitate with operating NMSs and organizations the integration of satellite-based data-distribution systems into the GTS/WIS as coordinated components for the distribution of large volume of information, including the new WMO Space Programme Integrated Global Data Dissemination Service (IGDDS).
The meeting is invited to note that CBS Ext.(98) agreed on some principles, as attached, for the rationalization of satellite-based multipoint telecommunications systems as components of the GTS.  These principles would provide a useful basis for developing a framework for the integration of satellite-based data-distribution systems into the GTS/WIS as coordinated components.

 .

1. Multipoint telecommunication services via satellite and radio broadcasts

1.1 CBS noted the extensive implementation of satellite-based multipoint telecommunications systems. Each WMO Region was completely covered by at least one satellite distribution system. The Commission underlined that coordination mechanisms should be developed to ensure that the requirements of the user WWW centres were met to the largest extent possible. It noted that coordination mechanisms already existed for Region I with respect to the European Organization for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT)/ meteorological data distribution (MDD)) and in Region IV for the satellite-based RMTN. The Commission agreed on the necessity to rationalize the use of those systems, and recommended that:

(a) The satellite distribution systems should be associated to an identified group of user countries; the countries of such a group might belong to different Regions;

(b) A coordination mechanism should be developed to ensure the representation of the associated group of user countries in the review of the programme of transmission of each corresponding satellite distribution system. Coordination entities should mainly work by correspondence (e.g. e-mail). 

1.2 NMHSs should be able to access information related to the programme of transmission of satellite distribution systems. The information was required for assessing the impact of the implementation of a new receiving system, or for taking the best benefit from an existing system. The Commission recommended that:

(a) Each operator of a satellite distribution system send a summary of the programme of transmission to the WMO Secretariat, for insertion into WeatherReporting (WMO-No. 9), Volume C2;

(b) Each RTH operating a satellite distribution system(s) should include its satellite distribution system(s) into its routeing catalogue to identify the abbreviated headings of all the bulletins distributed via its satellite distribution system(s);

(c) For RTHs and NMCs which could not access File Transfer Protocol (FTP) servers, routeing catalogues should be provided by the relevant RTHs on magnetic media (e.g. diskette), upon request addressed to the RTH focal point.

2. Excerpts from the Manual on the GTS, Vol. I, Part I – Organization of the GTS:

“3.4.4 Point-to-multipoint and multipoint-to-point transmission via telecommunication satellites

Point-to-multipoint telecommunication service via satellite provided by telecommunication administrations/agencies may be used as an integral part of the GTS for the direct distribution to NMCs of observational data and processed information from WMCs, RSMCs and NMCs at the global, multi-regional or regional level.

Multipoint-to-point telecommunications service via satellite provided by telecommunication administrations/agencies may be used as an integral part of the GTS for the implementation of regional meteorological telecommunications networks, in accordance with the plans established by the regional associations.”

