Executive Council LVII (June 2005) - Excerpts

(Items of directly relevance to ET-CTS tasks are highlighted)

(a) As regards the GTS and Data Management programmes, the Council:

(i) Agreed that the work programme for the GTS and Data Management programmes set up by CBS-XIII under the OPAG on Information Systems and Services, including activities relevant to FWIS, would address the most relevant development issues;
(ii) Noting that the qualifier “Future” in the name “Future WMO Information System (FWIS)” had been appropriate at the time when the concept had been launched, but that it was no longer adequate, as the concept has been progressing to the implementation phase, agreed with CBS-XIII and the ICG-FWIS to use the name “WMO Information System (WIS)” instead of “Future WMO Information System (FWIS)”;
(iii) Requested the relevant individual WMO Programmes and the corresponding technical commissions to finalize the comprehensive and consistent status of data exchange and data management requirements, to map these requirements to the functional components of WIS, to test the draft version 1.0 of the WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard, and to ensure the cooperation and coordination between corresponding Expert Teams through the work of the ICG-WIS;
(iv) Recommended a proactive promotion of the WIS in WMO bodies’ sessions, including technical commissions and regional associations, and by promoting presentations in conferences and similar events, and recommended the implementation of a WIS Web page on the WMO Web site; 
(v) Noting the remarkable progress made in the implementation of the Improved MTN and the CBS work plan to review and update the organization and design principles for the GTS (especially the MTN) to take the best benefits from ICT development, reaffirmed that the GTS and the Improved MTN would be the basis for the core communication component of WIS that would facilitate the reliable exchange and delivery of time-critical data and products;
(vi) Emphasizing the important role of satellite-based data-distribution systems and noting with appreciation their extensive implementation and the significant technological upgrades (e.g., DVB-S) that were achieved, urged CBS to pursue the coordinated integration of these systems, in particular, the new Integrated Global Data Dissemination Service (IGDDS), into the GTS/WIS as components for the distribution of a large volume of information;  
(vii) Realizing the important role WMO would have to play in contributing the essential data exchange and data management services to the future GEOSS (see agenda item 10.5), urged the Secretary-General, volunteering Members and the Inter-Commission Group on WMO Information System (ICG-WIS), with the support of relevant technical commissions, to develop a work plan and expedite the development of key components of WIS with a view to facilitating implementation, at least in some countries, in 2006 instead of 2008, as originally planned;

(viii) Decided to consider the allocation of additional financial resources to support two GTS/WIS implementation coordination meetings, and assistance to Members in strengthening their GTS operations and in the design and implementation of FWIS under agenda item 5;

(ix) Appreciating the guidance material being developed by CBS for the operational use of the Internet with minimized operational and security risks, and its importance for smaller NMHSs, requested CBS to actively pursue this task, and urged NMHSs to contribute their experience and expertise;
(x) Urged the Members to create national mechanisms, such as a project steering group, to develop, as soon as possible, a national migration plan to Table-driven Code Forms, requested the Secretary-General to develop and implement effective and economical means to promote the Migration, including development and distribution of CAL packages and roving experts visits to assist NMCs in solving on-site technical problems; invited NMHSs and relevant organizations to contribute expertise and material to facilitate these efforts;

(xi) With a view to achieving a more effective protection of radiofrequency allocations, urged Members to ensure that their respective national Radiocommunication Authorities were fully aware of the impact of relevant issues for meteorological operations and to seek their support, and to participate in related national, regional and global radiofrequency activities, especially for the preparation of the next World Radiocommunication Conference 2007;
(xii) Noting the activities of WMO, in coordination with UN/ISDR and UNESCO/IOC, in developing a Tsunami Warning System in the Indian Ocean, fully endorsed the prominent role of the GTS, and eventually the WIS, for supporting the collection, exchange and distribution of TWS related information, within a multi-hazard approach, in the Indian Ocean and for other areas at risk;  
(xiii) Requested the Secretary-General to facilitate the required inter-regional coordination and to assist Members concerned in strengthening the national and regional GTS components, as required, and in benefiting from international assistance;
(xiv) Requested CBS to study the upgrade of the GTS, possibly through multi-lateral approaches, to meet NMHSs requirements for exchanging seismic data, and to timely identify and address the requirements for specific GTS/WIS procedures for Early Warning Systems, in particular for TWS.
