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ENGLISH only


WWW-related Co-operation Activities
 (Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and Purpose of the Document

The document contains information on:
· The completed and ongoing TCO projects during the period 2005-2006 related to WWW in Region IV

· The guidelines for the allocation of priorities for technical cooperation support to the WWW agreed by CBS

· The CBS software registry.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the information provided and to develop recommendations to improve the WWW related Co-operation Activities.

Completed and ongoing TCO projects during the period 2005-2006 related to WWW in Region IV

1.
The hereunder tables detail the list of completed and ongoing projects supported through the WMO Voluntary Cooperation Programmes (VCP), WMO Trust Funds or UNDP. For VCP projects, the project indicator (e.g., OB/2/2/2) is given in the second column.  Further details on the projects are available in the WMO server through http://www.wmo.int/web/tco/vcp/VCPHome.html.

Integrated Observing Systems (IOS)

	Country
	Project
	Project title

	CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES (BARBADOS, BELIZE, GUYANA, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO)
	Trust Fund
	Regional Weather Radar Warning System

	COSTA RICA
	OB/1/2/12
	Provision of 400 GPS radiosondes and balloons

	CUBA
	OB/1/3/1
	Provision of an electrolytic hydrogen generator

	DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
	OB/1/3/1
	Provision of an electrolytic hydrogen generator for the upper-air station

	JAMAICA
	OB/1/3/1
	Provision of an electrolytic hydrogen generator for the upper-air station


Information Systems and Services (ISS)
No projects

Data-processing and Forecasting Systems (DPFS)
	Country
	Project
	Project title

	CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES (CUBA, JAMAICA, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO)
	Trust Fund
	Pilot project for the development of automatic weather service production system


Guidelines for the allocation of priorities for technical cooperation support to the WWW
2.
The Extraordinary session of CBS Commission (CBS-Ext.(06) (Seoul, Republic of Korea, November 2006) agreed on guidelines for the allocation of priorities for technical cooperation support as given below, but noted that successful implementation would depend largely on the alignment of priorities as specified by CBS, the requesting WMO Member and the Donor concerned. CBS-Ext.(06) noted the importance of streamlining the priorities, limiting the number of proposals with the “highest” and “high” priorities; this would help the donors and recipient countries in making better use of limited available funds and also in helping focusing efforts in resources mobilisation. 

Integrated Observing Systems (IOS)

3.
CBS-Ext.(06) agreed on the following guidelines for the allocation of priorities for the IOS:

(a) Highest priority should be given to the projects aiming at improving and restoring the existed and building the new upper-air observational capabilities of the RBSN/RBCN with emphasis to the activation of silent upper-air stations and the improvement of coverage over data-sparse areas;

(b) High priority should be given to the projects related to the improvement of data quality, regularity and coverage of surface observations of the RBSN/RBCN with emphasis to the activation of silent stations and the improvement of coverage over data-sparse areas;

(c) High priority should be given to projects related to the introduction and/or use of new cost-effective observing equipment and systems including surface-based AWSs, AMDAR, ASAP and drifting buoys;

(d) Medium priority should be given to the projects related to the improvement/upgrading of stations not included in RBSN/RBCN list of stations.

Information Systems and Services (ISS)

4.
CBS-Ext.(06) agreed on the following guidelines for the allocation of priorities for cooperation activities for the ISS:

(a) Highest priority to the implementation of the connection of each NMC to the GTS for the exchange of observational data and processed information (at a minimum speed of 16 Kbits/s using TCP/IP procedures), including reception of satellite-based data-distribution systems;

(b) Highest priority for the exchange of data between RTHs at a minimum speed of 64 Kbits/s using TCP/IP procedures;

(c) Highest priority for the completion of the implementation of the project for an improved MTN;

(d) Highest priority for the collection of data from RBSN stations at NMCs or centres with similar functions;

(e) Highest priority for activities on capacity building facilities and use of Internet and implementation of related facilities in developing countries for improving exchange of meteorological and related information;

(f) High priority for a backup connection of each WWW centre to the GTS;

(g) High priority for the implementation of virtual private network (VPN) connections via the Internet as a backup for the exchange of data, in particular for RTHs;

(h) High priority for the migration to Table Driven Code Forms (TDCF).

5.
The WMO goals for Members equipped with meteorological satellite receiving equipment were 100 per cent for polar‑orbiting satellite data receivers and for geostationary satellite receivers.  The Integrated Global Data Dissemination service (IGDDS) concept offers new technical possibilities for efficiently meeting these goals through the use of Advanced Dissemination Methods (ADM) in several WMO Regions.  CBS-Ext.(06) agreed on the following guidelines for the allocation of priorities for satellite data receiving systems:

(a) Highest priority for a multipurpose telecommunication satellite receiving system providing space-based observation data and products (ADM) if the WMO Member is within the area covered by such as a dissemination system;

(b) Second highest priority for meteorological satellite direct broadcast receivers for those Members who are not within the area covered by a telecommunication satellite dissemination system providing satellite data and products (ADM), and who are without any direct broadcast receiver;

(c) High priority for direct broadcast geostationary or polar-orbiting receiver for those Members who are not covered by any ADM system and who have either no geostationary or no polar-orbiting satellite receiver respectively;

(d) Medium priority for high resolution satellite direct broadcast receiver for those Members who have only low resolution direct broadcast receivers and cannot be covered by any ADM system;

(e) Low priority for satellite direct broadcast receivers for those Members who are in an area covered by an ADM system.

Data-processing and Forecasting Systems (DPFS)

6.
CBS-Ext.(06) agreed on the following guidelines for the allocation of priorities for cooperation activities for the DPFS:

(a) Highest priority for establishing access at NMHSs to NWP products from advanced centres, for viewing and use as guidance for forecasting applications, in particular severe weather forecasting; 

(b) Highest priority for automation of operational data-processing functions, including the processing of observations and post-processing of NWP products, for improvement of all weather forecasting applications, in particular nowcasting;

(c) High priority for training on use of NWP products, in particular use of relevant EPS products, and applications to probabilistic forecasting;

(d) High priority for training on operational data-processing, including on the implementation of post-processing of NWP products and running of a Limited Area Model. 

CBS software registry

7.
The CBS software registry provides information to Members on the software packages offered by individual Members through the WMO Web server (see http://www.wmo.int/web/www/cbs-software-exchange/introduction.html). The sixth session of the CBS Management Group (Geneva,  April 2006) agreed on the preparation of a new edition of the CBS software registry.  The CBS Management Group felt that the new edition should be organized so that the information given in the WMO server be the minimum information facilitating the access to the detailed information available in the servers of the WMO Members.  The CBS Management Group also agreed to make an evaluation of the exchange of software packages parts of the CBS Software Registry and received by WMO Members since 2000.

8.
Through the WMO letter No WWW/WDM/SWP-PR-6207 dated 23 June 2006, the WMO Members were invited to review the list of software packages that they are willing to offer to other WMO Members, and to provide information/comments on the software packages received from other Member countries in the framework of the CBS Software Registry since 2000. In this respect, the Secretariat prepared questionnaires available from the WMO server. The 2006 edition of the CBS software registry and the results of the evaluation of the software received since 2000 are posted on the WMO server 1 and updated as soon as the information is received in the Secretariat.

9.
Stressing that the World Weather Watch is dependent on computer-based solutions for its operation, CBS-Ext.(06) invited the WWW centres to consider offering meteorological application software for free exchange among Members and to provide the Secretariat with the information required to update the CBS software registry available from the WMO server.

10.
CBS-Ext.(06) noted the difficulties met by developing countries in the purchase of software packages, including licences, and their maintenance. CBS-Ext.(06) agreed that this issue should be taken into account in the offers of donor countries, in particular as regards the possibility of developing common “standard” software packages, such as packages for automatic weather stations or visualisation systems.







