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	Summary and purpose of document

This document list the aspect related to the World weather Watch and to RA I from the WMO Programme for Least Developed Countries (LDCs). 



ACTION PROPOSED

The Working Group is invited to:

(a) Review the recommendations and statements made;

(b) Consider these ideas when making appropriate recommendations to the fourteenth session of RA I, in the perspective of the WWW improvement.

Reference:

-  Final report of the Meeting on The WMO Programme for Least Developed Countries (Geneva, 18-20 April 2005).

DISCUSSION

1. A meeting on the WMO Programme for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) was held at the WMO Secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland from 18 to 20 April 2005.  Participants in the meeting came from eight countries and the WMO Secretariat. 

2. The meeting noted that a number of actions had been taken to implement the programme such as:

(a) The establishment in 2003 of a WMO Trust Fund for the LDCs, to which Members were encouraged to contribute and several had offered to make cash and in-kind contributions;_

(b) Organization of assessment and fact-finding missions to several LDCs on the basis of which appropriate project proposals will be formulated;

3. The meeting, thus, emphasized the importance of NMHSs adopting innovative ways of accessing these funds through actions such as:

(a) Developing projects that are relevant to and consistent with national development plans and internationally agreed initiatives such as Agenda 21, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), NEPAD and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation;

(b) Clearly demonstrating how meteorological products and services contribute towards solving key issues of concern to LDCs such as poverty alleviation, disaster prevention and mitigation, environmental preservation, food security and water resources management;

(c) Establishing strategic partnerships at the local, national, regional and international levels;

(d) Developing sound strategic plans to help clearly define the vision and goals of the NMHSs;

(e) Understanding and adapting to changing world scenario, policies and procedures of funding agencies and Governments; and

(f) Publicizing good practices and success stories on the use of meteorological information and products.

4. For purposes of understanding the nature of the problems and possible modalities for making the necessary interventions, the meeting agreed that LDCs could be classified as follows:

a) Members suffering from or just emerging from war/conflict;

b) Those that had good and extensive meteorological services but whose infrastructure had deteriorated over the years due to economic problems; and

c) Those with poor infrastructure.

5. The meeting noted that the long-term objective of the WMO Programme for the LDCs was to enhance the capacity of NMHSs of the LDCs to contribute to the socio-economic development of their respective countries. However, these NMHSs have limited resources to deliver appropriate products and services to their respective Governments and users.  The meeting, therefore, emphasized the need for WMO to assist these NMHSs to obtain the means to provide a minimum set of products and services.  In this regard, the meeting was pleased to learn that the Strategic Plan in Region II included two pilot projects in which advanced centres would develop products, in both graphic and table forms and to be transferred over the Internet, tailored to the specific needs of developing countries including LDCs to help them deliver public weather forecasts for designated cities and aviation weather services for designated airports.  The meeting encouraged other Regions to consider similar initiatives, in view of the relatively low cost and the considerable ease in the use of the Internet as a communication means, which is increasingly coming within the reach of LDCs.

6. In discussing strategies for enhancing the WMO Programme for the LDCs, the meeting agreed that these should address the following critical issues:

(a) Products and services delivery;

(b) Data availability;

(c) Communication of information;

(d) Coordination; and

(e) Sustainability.

7. On issues of governance/policy matters, the meeting stressed the necessity for the following:

· Linking the strategies with national action and development plans as reflected in development priorities.

· Ensuring that NMHSs are recognized as essential part of national infrastructure for ensuring safety of lives and property, support to the economy, sustainable development and environmental protection.

· Establishing the basis for international cooperation.

8. The overall aim of the Programme is to develop and improve the capabilities of the NMHSs to:

· Observe, record and report on the weather, water resources, climate and related natural environment, to use these data for the preparation of operational forecasts and warning services and related information, and to maintain and enhance systems to exchange these data, products and information;

· Provide beneficial weather, water, climate and related environmental services to the public, governments and other customers in the countries; and

· Deliver accurate and reliable warnings of severe events related to weather, water, climate and the related natural environment and ensure they are able to reach their target audience (individuals, emergency services, decision makers, etc.) in a timely and useful manner.

RECOMMENDATIONS

9. For NMHSs of the LDCs to become active players in the efforts of their respective countries to realize internationally agreed goals and targets and hence, socio-economic and sustainable development, they should be supported by complementary support measures building on existing development plans and programmes at national, regional and international levels in order to address the following critical issues:

· Products and services delivery;

· Data availability;

· Communication of information;

· Coordination; and

· Sustainability.

ACTIVITIES TO BE IMPLEMENTED DURING THE REST OF THE INTERSESSIONAL PERIOD 2005-2007.
Improved quality and quantity of products and services available to the different users

Assess requirements of products and services of the major socio-economic sectors of the countries economies.

Implement awareness raising programs at national level through workshops designed to targeted audiences, publications and the use of the media.

Establish public-user forums on a regular basis.

Concentrate efforts in the provision of relevant demand driven products and services.

Use experts from countries in the region to assist LDCs in the development and provision of products and services.

Increased availability of data for applications in agriculture, water resources management, climate variability and change studies, research, others.

Assess data needs requirements to define data gaps.

Define priority needs for the provision on basic products and services.

Provide access to the Internet to improve access to data and products.

Improved communication of information and warnings to targeted audiences

Collaborate with the media in the implementation of awareness raising campaigns.

Organize workshops for NMHSs staff in communication skills.

Implement projects such as the RANET project.

Carry out cost-benefit studies to demonstrate the value and benefits of using meteorological and hydrological data and products.

ACTIVITIES TO BE IMPLEMENTED IN THE LONG-TERM (BEYOND 2007). 
Improved quality and quantity of products and services available to the different users

Organize training workshops on the interpretation of NWP products.

Provide PC-based post processing facilities for NWP to improve quality of forecasts.

Organize training on GIS applications.

Organize training on the development of applications such as drought mapping and monitoring, forest fires, flood monitoring, pest control, etc.

Organize workshops for sharing expertise on the development of applications of meteorological data and products.

Provide users with sample products to acquaint them with meteorological products and services.

Provide Regional Centres with capabilities so that they become providers of data and products that will be interpreted and applied by NMHSs at national level to generate products and services.

Increased availability of data for applications in agriculture, water resources management, climate variability and change studies, research, etc.

Implement AWS equipped with DCPs in remote areas.

Rehabilitate specific stations to allow the collection of representative data and for meeting specific needs.

Design and implement observation networks to meet data requirements at regional and international levels.

Provide facilities and know-how for the reception and use of satellite data.

Organize workshops on the interpretation and use of satellite data including GIS.

Establish maintenance capability by strengthening regional maintenance centres.

Support the use of maintenance experts from regional maintenance centres and/or neighbouring countries.

Encourage NMHSs that have capability to produce basic equipment such as rain gauges, evaporation pans, etc.

Install Message Switching Systems to improve Telecommunications at National level and to the GTS to improve access to data and products.

Install climate database management systems at NMHSs.

Rescue data which is archived on paper to digital media.

Provide training on data collection, including the operation and maintenance of technological equipment for data collection.

Improved communication of information and warnings to targeted audiences

Organize workshops with institutions responsible for education at national level to sensitize them for the need to include

weather, climate, climate variability, climate change, natural disasters and the environment in school curricula;

Participate in the formulation of curricula for different levels of education.

Organize training of NMHSs staff in PWS.

Provide content to be broadcast through radios, radio stations and other broadcast media.

Organize workshops to train staff of NMHSs in using graphics, GIS and other tools to present products and services in a user-friendly manner

