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ITEM:  1.2
ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1. Opening of the meeting
The Fifth WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR and the AMDAR Panel Management Group Meeting will open at 13:00 hours on Monday, 28 February 2011, at the KNMI Headquarters in De Bilt The Netherlands.

1.2. Adoption of the agenda
The Provisional Agenda, as contained in the WIGOS-PP-5-AMDAR-MG/Doc.1.2(1), will be submitted for adoption. The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.3. Working arrangements

The work of the Meeting will be conducted as a committee of the whole, however, sub-groups may be established as required to consider specific problems. The session and documentation will be in English only. The pre-meeting documents are to be e-mailed to the AMDAR Panel Technical Coordinator (m.berechree@bom.gov.au) for subsequent posting on the WMO Server at:

http://www.wmo.int/amdar/AMDARMeetings_000.html

The Meeting will decide on other arrangements, such as its working hours.

2. STATUS OF THE WIGOS PILOT PROJECT FOR AMDAR
2.1. AMDAR  BUFR Template 

The WMO AMDAR Panel Technical Coordinator will provide information on the outcome from the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR, fourth session, related to the development and extension of the ARINC620 Specification. The modified requirements developed from newly updated ARINC620 Specification will be incorporated into the new Standardized BUFR Template for AMDAR. The Meeting will also be asked to discuss outcomes from the AMDAR Panel Science and Technical Sub-Group Meeting in relation to additional requests for the new standardized AMDAR BUFR Template as well strategy for the issue of the revised version of the Template for IPET-DRC consideration.
2.2. AMDAR Metadata Practice


The E-AMDAR Technical Coordinator will provide information and discuss the requirements for a potential implementation of Aircraft/AMDAR Metadata on a European based AMDAR airline.
2.3. Best Practice for Quality Management procedures for AMDAR

The meeting will discuss the developments coming from the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR Second Session relating to the development standardized procedure for Quality Management of AMDAR data, including the requirements for quality monitoring, quality assurance of AMDAR data and procedures to support of high quality AMDAR Data to users. The Meeting will also discuss the possibility of identify potential AMDAR archive centers, DCPCs for WIS.

2.4. Validation of the Available Water Vapor Sensors

The Meeting will be briefed on the current status of the validation of the available water vapour sensors and on the developments of European and USA based trials on research aircraft. The Meeting will be invited to use this information in the development of a future strategy or the final phase of validation of available water vapour sensors for AMDAR.
2.5. Required Updates to the AMDAR Reference Manual WMO-No. 958


The Meeting will be invited to discuss the development of a future strategy for the identifying and facilitated the required updates to the AMDAR Reference Manual WMO-No. 958.

2.6. Framework for Generic Software Specification for AMDAR

The WMO AMDAR Panel Technical Coordinator will provide information on the outcome from the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR, fourth session, related to the development and extension of the ARINC620 Specification. Based on the outcomes from suggested changes to the ARINC 620 Specification the Meeting will then be invited to discuss the development of a future strategy for the for a framework for the development of generic software specification for AMDAR.
3. REVIEW OF THE WORK PROGRAMME AND ACTION ITEMS FROM THE JOINT AMDAR PANEL AND CBS Expert Team on Aircraft Based Observations MEETING (GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 2010)
3.1. Review AMDAR Panel Terms of Reference  

The WMO AMDAR Panel Technical Coordinator and the AMDAR Panel Chairman will provide the Meeting with the latest version of the AMDAR Panel Terms of Reference as developed and updated at the AMDAR Panel Meeting in Geneva, Switzerland in October 2010. The Meeting will be invited to review the current Terms of References.
3.2. Review AMDAR Panel Action Items in coordination with the ET-AIR Workplan

WMO AMDAR Panel Technical Coordinator and the AMDAR Panel Chairman will provide the Meeting with the latest version of the AMDAR Panel Action Items as well as the ET-AIR Workplan. The Meeting will be invited to review this information and make recommended changes to the AMDAR Panel Action Items.

3.3. Status of the Manual Suitable for the Airline Industry

The AMDAR Panel Chairman will inform the Meeting on the status for the preparations of a manual suitable for use by airlines, airline related industry and organisations and national meteorological services on the value of the AMDAR Program.
3.4 
Preparations for the Workshop in Mexico

The AMDAR Panel Technical Coordinator will inform the Meeting on the preparations for the AMDAR Workshop due in Mexico in 2011. The AMDAR Panel is expected to firm up the work programme of the Workshop, including invitations to relevant Members and airline companies. 
4. ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE AMDAR PANEL #14

The Meeting will discuss the arrangements for hold the Joint AMDAR Panel-14 and ET-AIR-3 in Canada, November 2011. The Meeting will also develop a strategy for examining other possible locations if Canada is unable to hold the meeting. The Meeting also will discuss the meeting structure (sub-groups, etc), agenda, duration, requirements for the preparation of documents, as well the invitation to Members and associated organizations.
5. AMDAR PANEL organizational ISSUES

5.1. Representation at up coming meetings
The AMDAR Panel and WMO Secretariat will discuss issues related to the representation by the WMO AMDAR Panel and/or the WMO Secretariat at upcoming meetings/Workshops where AMDAR has an interested or requirement to attend.
5.2. Status of Trust Fund and AMDAR Panel Finances

The AMDAR Panel Technical Coordinator and the AMDAR Panel Chairman will provide information on the current status of the AMDAR Panel Finances based on the outcome from the Joint CBS Expert Team on Aircraft Based Observations (Second Session) and AMDAR Panel (Thirteenth Session) held in Geneva, Switzerland 2010. 

5.3. AMDAR Governance

Following the outcomes from the Joint CBS Expert Team on Aircraft Based Observations (Second Session) and AMDAR Panel (Thirteenth Session) held in Geneva, Switzerland 2010 and the outcomes of the discussions on AMDAR at CBS-Ext (10) held in Windhoek, Namibia, 17-24 November 2010, the AMDAR Panel Chairman will discuss the governance, future requirements and direction for the AMDAR Panel heading into the next WMO Regular Budget period.
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Any items of business requiring the attention of the Ad-hoc Steering Group, but not covered above, will be considered.
7. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 12:00 hours on Friday, 4 March 2011.

_______________

