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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting

The first meeting of the CBS Task Team on GOS Regulatory Material (TT-GRM) will convene at WMO Headquarters on Monday, November 26, 2001.

1.2 Selection of the Chairman
The meeting will select a chairman from among its members.

1.3 Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda, as contained in CBS/TT-GRM/Doc.1, will be submitted for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced, if necessary.

1.4 Working arrangements

The session and documentation will be in English only.  The session will decide on its working hours.  The results of the meeting will be submitted to the president of CBS for consideration.

2. REVIEW AND ENDORSEMENT OF REVISED MANUAL ON THE GOS AND PUBLICATION 9, VOLUME A

The meeting is expected to consider the requirements for making ammendments to the Manual on the GOS and Publication 9, Volume A, taking into account the developments in the GOS (surface and space based), guidance as far as available from CBS, the Executive Council, Regional Associations, as well as requirements from other WMO Programmes with observing activities and practices. The group will then examine the previously developed draft changes, make amendments as necessary, and develop new material.

Each member is invited to prepare, in advance, relevant material for consideration at the meeting.  Discussion will then proceed to specific areas of change, specifically:

2.1 Updating of the Manual on the GOS in-situ observations

The Rapporteur on GOS Regulatory Material shall report on necessary changes for the Manual on the surface-based GOS.

2.2 Updating of the Manual on GOS satellite observations

The Rapporteur on GOS Regulatory Material, assisted by the invited experts on satellites, shall report on necessary changes for the Manual on the space-based GOS.
2.3 Improving utility of Volume A

The Rapporteur on improvement of Volume A shall report on necessary changes to Volume A of WMO publication No. 9.

3. OUTLINE OF FINAL PROPOSALS TO CBS AND ACTION PLAN
The meeting will consolidate the proposals developed by each member of the group, based upon the common views that have been formulated under agenda item 2 and will be invited to develop final proposals for submission to CBS.

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Any items of business requiring attention of the group, but not covered above will be considered.

5. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 12h00 on Friday, 30 November 2001.
