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UPDATES OF GOS-RELATED REGULATORY MATERIAL

Guide to the GOS; Manual on the GOS; and Volume A
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)
	Summary and purpose of document
The document contains status and proposals for updates of the WMO Publications, WMO No. 488 - Guide to the GOS; WMO No. 544 - Manual on the GOS, Volume II – Regional Aspects; and WMO No. 9 - VOLUME A (Observing Stations)



ACTION PROPOSED

The session is invited to consider the information contained in this document and decide 
upon the proposed recommendations to improve the content of the relevant WMO 
Publications.
____________

VOLUME A - OBSERVING STATIONS (WMO- No. 9)
1. The modification of the Mandatory WMO Publication No. 9, Volume A to accommodate station coordinates with higher precision was developed following the recommendation of CBS-EXT. (06) and approval of EC-LIX to establish a standard reference system to be used for both horizontal and vertical position of weather observing stations.  The Secretariat has notified the revised changes to Members with a request for updated information of their stations in accordance to the new specifications using the World Global System 84 (WGS 84) as its reference datum system for horizontal positioning and the Earth Geodetic Model 96 (EGM-96) as reference for vertical positioning.   The Secretariat will shortly implement the revised version and updated information will be published regularly on our website at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/volume-a/vola-home.htm.  Specific details of the new specifications are also available on the above website.
GUIDE TO THE GOS – (WMO- No. 488)

2. Following the recommendations of CBS-XIV and the decision of EC-LXI in 2009, a revised “Functional Specifications for AWSs” and the “Basic set of variables for a standard AWS for multiple users” was published and is available on our website at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Guides_GOS.html.
3. On the recommendation of EC-WG/WGOS and WIS/SG-WIGOS in 2009, an amendment to Figure 11.2 – Rolling Requirements Review Process and related paragraph was published and is available on the above website. Several other minor corrections were done in the 2010 version of the Guide.
MANUAL ON THE GOS, VOLUME II – REGIONAL ASPECTS
4. Following the most recent amendments to the Manual on the GOS
(WMO No. 544) Volume II – Regional Aspects (Supplement No. 3, November 2007), the subsequent sessions of Regional Associations II (Dec. 2008), and IV (May 2009) approved the recommendations of its respective Working Groups on Planning and Implementation of the WWW (WG-PIW) to make appropriate changes in their respective regional sections of the Manual on the GOS, Volume II – Regional Aspects.  While the hard copy version is currently under print, for the most recent versions of Volume I and II of the Manual on the GOS, see http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Manuals_GOS.html.

5. The RA V WG-PIW and RA III WG-PIW have also completed its work on the updates and the proposed changes are subject to approval by Fifteenth sessions of RAs V and III. This was as a follow-up to the request of ICT-IOS-5 for further harmonization of Regional sections of Volume II of the Manual on the GOS. This process will continue in a time frame for Regional Association sessions.
6. ICT-IOS-5 agreed that to assist Regional Rapporteurs with the design and optimization of RBSNs/RBCNs, one or two simple tools be developed. These tools would also allow for harmonizing the criteria for inclusion of new stations in the regional networks, classification of existing stations according to their information weights (meteorological and economical impacts) and estimating the degradation of networks in the case of removal of existing operational stations from regional networks.  As a follow-up, Dr Eyre and Dr Pailleux developed a technical specification for this task and the Secretariat contacted identified consultant to carry out the work. It appeared that the requirements for the development of such a tool could not be supported by the WMO regular Budget. This task is pending availability of resources.
7. With the reference to WIGOS Implementation Strategy, a substantial revision will have to be made to the Manual/Guide on the GOS and an appropriate mechanism should be identified to cope with this important revision, such as ICT-IOS Editorial Board, comprising experts representing WMO observing networks.
