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UPDATES OF THE GOS- RELATED REGULATORY MATERIAL

(Submitted by Dr A. Vasiliev, Rapporteur on Regulatory Material)

	Summary and Purpose of Document

This document outlines the work carried out in respect of revision and updating the Guide on the GOS and the Manual on the GOS - Volume I (Global Aspects) and Volume II (Regional Aspects).




ACTION PROPOSED

The session may wish to comment on the work accomplished on the updates of GOS - related regulatory material and define further steps in keeping them up-to-date.
_______________

Annex:  Draft Guide on the GOS

REVISION OF THE GUIDE AND MANUAL ON THE GOS

1. The Commission for Basic Systems at its Thirteenth Session (St. Petersburg, Russia, 23 February – 3 March 2005) considering the role of GOS-related regulatory material and taking into account changes and developments that have occurred in operational practices of NMHSs, recommended that the WMO Secretariat initiate activities to review and update the Guide on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 488), with the aim to harmonize available material on the conventional (in-situ) and satellite components of the GOS. 

2. The first revised draft of the publication was prepared in 2005 by the Consultant specifically entrusted to perform the task and in accordance with the existing practice the CBS Task Team on Regulatory Material (Geneva, 20 – 22 February 2006) reviewed the revised text of the Guide.  The Task Team made a number of comments and suggestions and agreed upon an action plan to finalize the review of the Guide for its submission to CBS-Ext (06) in the latter part of this year.  See WMO web site http://www.wmo.int/web/www/OSY/Reports/TaskTeam-GOS-Reg-2_Geneva2006.pdf for the final report of the CBS Task Team meeting.

3. In accordance with the action plan an electronic version of the revised Guide on the GOS was posted on the WMO web site immediately after the meeting of the Task Team and a circular letter released to all WMO Members inviting them to review the draft Guide and send in their comments and suggestions to the Secretariat by end August 2006.  The comments received from Members in response to the letter have been incorporated where appropriate in the final draft of the revised Guide as provided in the annex to this document.  16 Members namely, Armenia, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Kyrgystan, Latvia, Lithuania, Philippines, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Tanzania, Thailand, Tunisia and Uzbekistan have so far responded with either their concurrence or comments and suggestions. 

4. On the basis of the tasks assigned to the Team by CBS, The meeting also reviewed and discussed some updates to the Manual on the Global Observing System, Volume I - Global Aspects to be issued as a regular Supplement.  Since CBS-EXT (06) is scheduled for November 2006 and the updates to the Manual were of an editorial nature, the president of CBS agreed to the procedure of inviting WMO Members’ comments on the proposed updates to be approved for publishing by EC-LVIII (Geneva, 20 – 30 June 2006).  According to this decision the comments and amendments received from Members were collated into a Supplement to the Manual on the GOS and was adopted by Resolution 3.1.1/1 (EC-LVIII).  The Secretariat is currently in the process of publishing the Supplement for distribution.
5. The Task Team further reviewed some issues dealing with amendments and several editorial changes to Volume II – Regional Aspects - Region VI of the Manual on the GOS. These changes were additional to amendments that were approved by XIV-RA VI.   The Task Team also took note that XIV-RA V was meeting in May 2006 and that the session would revise their regional aspects of Volume II of the Manual.  Subsequently, EC-LVIII commended the amendments to Volume II – Regional Aspects - Region V and VI of the Manual on the GOS as approved by both XIV-RA V and XIV-RA VI.  The revised text is currently in the process of being published by the Secretariat.
6. The Task Team noted that revisions to the text of the Manual relating to the Regional Associations I, II, III and IV is yet pending.  Contributions from Rapporteurs’ on Regional Aspects of the GOS in RA I and II have been received and these would be presented for review by their respective WG-PIW and submitted for approval at the next Regional Association session.  This ICT session is an opportune moment to remind the Rapporteurs’ on GOS in RA III and IV to take note of the need to update the text of the Manual in respect to their regions.
7.  The session is invited to comment on the work accomplished on the updates of GOS - related regulatory material and define further steps in keeping them up-to-date.
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