CBS/OPAG-IOS/ICT-IOS-4/Doc.6.1, p. 


	WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
______________
COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS
OPEN PROGRAMMME AREA GROUP ON
INTEGRATED OBSERVING SYSTEMS

IMPLEMENTATION/COORDINATION TEAM ON

THE INTEGRATED OBSERVING SYSTEM

Fourth session
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 11-15 SEPTEMBER 2006
	
	CBS/OPAG-IOS/ICT-IOS-4/Doc. 2.1
(15.VIII.2006)

____________

ITEM:  2.1

Original:  ENGLISH




REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

(Submitted by Dr James Purdom)

	Summary and Purpose of Document

	This document provides a summary of activities since the previous session of the Implementation/Coordination Team for Integrated Observing Systems (ICT-IOS), September 2004.  During the meeting, special attention should be given to the preparation of CBS-Ext.(06) that is scheduled for early November 2006.


ACTION PROPOSED

The ICT is invited to take note of the chairman’s report and plan its work accordingly.

Appendix: 
OPAG IOS Action Items from CBS Management Group, fifth session, Geneva, Switzerland, 26-29 April 2005

1. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN


The Chair appreciates the efforts and accomplishments of the expert teams and Rapporteurs.  He particularly notes the substantial progress with regard to their respective terms of reference.  Since each expert team will report on highlights of the various activities, they will not be repeated here.  When reviewing the highlights, please note how the reflected activities are spelled out in the ICT’s Terms of Reference.  During the ICT Meeting, all Expert Team Chairs and Rapporteurs should report on progress and present appropriate proposals and recommendations.  At the ICT meeting we will consider specific proposals, and, as appropriate, make recommendations to CBS-Ext.(06).

This Implementation/Coordination Team (ICT) has several tasks that are addressed through the Open Programme Area Group’s Expert Teams and Rapporteur’s.  Expert Teams, Rapporteurs and their terms of reference (including the ICT) may be viewed at:  http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/BAS/cbsTeams_CBS-XIII.html
Several changes have occurred within the OPAG IOS since we last met.  The ET-ODRRGOS was reconstituted as ET-EGOS (Evolution of the GOS).  Dr Paul Menzel has resigned as Chair of ET-EGOS:  Dr John Eyre has taken over as acting Chair of that ET.  The ET-SSUP was reformulated to be ET-SUP (Satellite Utilization and Products) and a new ET, ET-SAT (Satellites) was added to the OPAG with Dr Wenjian Zhang as its Chair.  Mr Jerome Lafeuille has resigned as Chair of ET-SUP:  Mr Jeff Wilson has taken over as Chair of that ET.  ET-AWS remains unchanged.  We have added Co-Rapporteurs on Impacts of New Instruments on the GOS (Mr William Nyakwada and Mr Alan Douglas) and there is no longer a Rapporteur for Changes to Volume A.  Many thanks to the departing ET Chairs, Dr Menzel and Mr Lafeuille, for their hard work and inspiring leadership.
1.1 
CBS- 2005 in St. Petersburg, Russia, February 23-March 4, 2005
· Dr Sue Barrell was confirmed as Co-Chair OPAG-IOS

· Implementation Plan for Redesign of GOS endorsed by CBS

· New Expert Team on Satellite Systems added to OPAG IOS

1.2
CBS Management Group Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, April 26-29, 2005

· All OPAG Implementation Coordination Teams and Expert Teams, Terms of Reference and two year work programs finalized.

· GEO and of the WMO Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Program 

· The Management Group designated Mr Divino Moura (Brazil) as Co-coordinator for GEOSS within the CBS-MG along with Pierre Dubreuil of Canada.
· Dr Sue Barrell, who is my co-chair of OPAG-IOS, is the Coordinator with the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Program
· Implementation Plan for Evolution and Redesign of Space and Surface-Based Sub-Systems of GOS published as WMO/TD No. 1267

· Quality Management Framework and Evolving Role of WMO considered

· Preparation of the next extra-ordinary session of CBS to be held in November 2006

1.3 
WMO Executive Council, June 21-28, 2005

· WWW and President of CBS report and discussion, including radiosonde replacement
· WMO Space Program

· Virtual Laboratory (VL) “Centre of Excellence” expansion
· Establishment of Regional ATOVS Retransmission Systems
· WMO Space Programme contribution to GEOSS
· AREP
· Growth of countries contribution to GAW network
· Support for THORPEX
1.4
High Profile Training Event (HPTE) planning meeting, October 12-13

· Implementation Plan for HPTE developed

1.5
CGMS, Tokyo, November 1-4, 2005   

· VL continues to receive strong endorsement

· The High Profile Training Event was endorsed

· There was great interest in the success from the electronic notebook

· Oman was ratified as a VL center of excellence with sponsorship by IMD and EUMETSAT

· CGMS named Dr. Purdom as Rapporteur to the THORPEX ICSC

· GGMS members endorsed the roles and responsibilities of sponsors of CGMS science working groups (ITWG, IWWG, IPWG)
1.6
OPAG IOS ET-SAT and ET-EGOS Meetings, December 5-9, 2005 

· OPAG IOS Expert Team on Satellites (ET SAT) first meeting 

· Update of R&D Satellites with potential for Operational Use

· OPAG IOS Expert Team on Evolution of the Global Observing System (ET-EGOS) first meeting

· Update of Implementation Plan for Evolution of GOS

· First Joint ET Meeting, ET-SAT and ET-EGOS

1.7
CBS Management Group Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, April 3-5, 2006

· In accordance with the Terms of Reference for OPAG-IOS ETs and Rapporteurs approved by CBS-XIII, a number of activities carried out to implement their work plans and provide deliverables were reported on and endorsed by the 5th session of the CBS Management Group

· Actions relevant to OPAG-IOS reviewed (Appendix A)

· Preparation of the next extra-ordinary session of CBS to be held in November 2006

1.8
WMO Executive Council, June 20-30, 2006 

· WWW and President of CBS report and discussion, including radiosonde replacement issue toward resolution with OSY involvement
· Introduction of concept of an Integrated WMO Observing System
· AREP
· Continued support for THORPEX and IPY
1.9
THORPEX – meetings in 2005/6

· Terms of reference for various THORPEX working groups finalized
· Second THORPEX International Science Symposium planned for Landshut, Bavaria, Germany in early December
· THORPEX Regional campaigns and Regional science plans continue to be developed and improved
2.0
The chair again thanked all members of the ICT for their contributions and looked forward to a productive meeting.
__________________

Appendix

CBS Management Group, Fifth Session

Geneva, Switzerland, 26 to 29 April 2005

	Para.
	Subject
	Action required
	Responsible
	Deadline
	Status/remarks

	3.1.1
	Co-rapporteurs on Impacts of New Instrumentation on the GOS
	To finalize, with the OPAG-IOS chair, the terms of reference of co-rapporteurs on Impacts of New Instrumentation on the GOS and activate their work in accordance with recommendations given by CBS-XIII
	OPAG-IOS Chair

Co-rapporteurs

C/OSY

SSO/OSY
	July 2005
	Done. The Questionnaire was developed in coordination with the Secretariat and sent to Members 

	3.1.2
	Regional aspects of WWW
	Inform the Working Groups on Planning and Implementation of WWW in all Regions that there should be closer interaction and coordination between rapporteurs on regional aspects of WWW systems and planned activities of relevant CBS Expert Teams.
	C/OSY
	June 2005
	Done. Regional Rapporteurs/Coordinators contribute to the OPAG-IOS activities as required.

	3.1.4
	Data acquisition and exchange in GCOS atmospheric networks
	To bring TD No. 1255 to the attention of relevant ETs
	C/OSY
C/ISS 
	June 2005
	Done.  The letter inviting appropriate coordination with GCOS sent to the OPAG-IOS, OPAG-ISS chairs and co-chairs, the rapporteur on the GCOS matters 

	3.1.4
	Data acquisition and exchange in GCOS atmospheric networks
	To task the rapporteur on GCOS matters to review and comment on the relevant results and proposals contained in TD No. 1255
	OPAG-IOS Chair

C/OSY
	October 2005


	Done. See above item 3.1.4

	3.1.4
	Data acquisition and exchange in GCOS atmospheric networks
	To invite ET-EGOS and ET-SAT to collaborate with GCOS in addressing the issues related to the climate data availability
	OPAG-IOS Chair

D/SAT,C/OSY 
	July 2005
	Done.

	3.1.5
	GOS Implementation Plan
	To post the comprehensive PowerPoint Presentation of the GOS Implementation Plan (to be provided by the OPAG-IOS chair) on the WMO website
	C/OSY
	August 2005
	Ongoing.

	7.6
	Brochure
	To prepare a pilot brochure on the evolution of the GOS 
	Dr J. Purdom
	Next MG-Meeting
	Ongoing.


