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Review of Statements of Guidance

Atmospheric Chemistry
(Submitted by Oksana Tarasova, WMO Secretariat on behalf of Atmospheric Environment Research Division)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides information on the current status of the Statement of Guidance for Atmospheric Chemistry and actions undertaken to establish a regular review of the SoG by the GAW atmospheric chemistry community.




ACTION PROPOSED

The Meeting is invited to consider the steps undertaken to update the current version of the Statement of Guidance and to suggest further actions as appropriate.

____________

References:
Current versions of the Statements of Guidance


http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/RRR-and-SOG.html 

DISCUSSION
The Statement of Guidance (SoG) document for atmospheric chemistry should be the result of a critical review showing to what extent the capabilities of current and planned observing systems meet scientifically driven and technologically independent requirements for these observations. 

The current SoG for atmospheric chemistry originates form the IGACO strategy.  

Integrated observations described in IGACO strategy constitute the essence of the GAW Programme. At the same time the GAW Programme does not cover all the variables mentioned in IGACO strategy. It also covers a number of variables, which are not reflected in IGACO strategy but which are important for atmospheric chemistry applications.

In 2011, the JSC OPAG-EPAC decided that a review should be performed for the GAW variables with the current SoG as a starting point.  To implement this review, the task to establish RRR processes for different GAW focal areas was included in the Addendum to the GAW Strategic Plan: 2008-2015, which was approved by the WMO Congress in 2011.  This RRR establishment task is to be implemented during 2012-1215. 

It must be noted that the updated SoG will include only variables under responsibility of the GAW Programme as it is only feasible to establish the regular review process for the variables which are already coordinated by the Programme. Other (non-GAW) variables can be updated on an ad-hoc basis calling on the respective expert communities. GAW can facilitate the search for these experts.
As the GAW coordination is done via different focal areas, the respective Scientific Advisory Groups have been approached concerning the establishment of the RRR process. The SAG Reactive Gases (RG) has made the most substantial progress and provided updates for the list of variables and requirements for the variables included in the RG group. Other SAGs are expected to provide their contributions starting next year and finalizing this activity within the time limits specified in the Addendum. 
________
