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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides guidance from the Chair of OPAG-IOS.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document during its deliberations.

____________

3.1
Relevant meetings

Several important meetings have taken place since ET-EGOS-6 in June 2012. Many of the outcomes will be covered by other documents and reports provided at this session and it is not the intent to repeat that material here. However, the OPAG-IOS Chair wishes to call the attention of the team to the activities around WIGOS triggered by  CG-XVI and EC-63. These include the first meeting of the Intercommission Coordination Group on WIGOS (ICG-WIGOS) in January 2012 and the first meeting of the Task Team on the WIGOS Implementation Plan (TT-WIP) in March 2012. Additional information about how these activities may impact the work of this team is provided in the following section.

3.2
WIGOS aspects of relevance for ET-EGOS
Following the decision by the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress in Geneva in May 2011, WIGOS is now taking a more definite shape. The subsequent Executive Council (EC-63) established an Inter-Commission Coordination Group (ICG-WIGOS) chaired by the CBS President to lead the work during the implementation period. The main deliverables from ICG-WIGOS and its various sub-entities are the WIGOS Functional Architecture, the WIGOS Implementation Plan, and the WIGOS Regulatory Material (Manual and Guide), and good progress is currently being made on the former two documents.

As noted during ET-EGOS-6 in 2011 (CBS/OPAG-IOS/ET-EGOS-6/Doc.3), the relationship between WIGOS and the Global Observing System and the work of ET-EGOS in particular has been in need of clarification for some time. Thanks to the progress made by ICG-WIGOS, a common understanding is now emerging across both ICG-WIGOS and the Secretariat staff responsible for WIGOS support. In essence this means that the work of ET-EGOS will continue along the current lines, but with continued expansion into the “new” areas for WIGOS, e.g. atmospheric composition, oceans, climate. ET-EGOS (or its successor, depending on the outcome of the next CBS Session) will thus continue to focus primarily on collecting, vetting and documenting observational requirements for all WIGOS application areas and will have primary responsibility for the Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR). This will include activities related to the Implementation Plan on the Evolution of Global Observing Systems (EGOS-IP, although it might be named differently in the future), and particularly the monitoring of progress against the plan, and proactive pursuance of its actions.

However, those integrating activities that are new to WIGOS, such as the development of standards for metadata and of a quality management framework will not be included in the ET-EGOS Work Plan and it appears likely that responsibility for these areas will be given to an Inter-Commission Expert Team yet to be created.

When ET-EGOS-7 was planned, it was not yet known that a draft WIGOS Implementation Plan (WIP) would have to be developed in a short amount of time in preparation for EC-LXIV, and this document is therefore not explicitly referenced in the agenda for the meeting. However, in light of recent developments, the team is encouraged to take into consideration this document during its discussions of agenda item 7. This should also help clarify the current thinking of the relationship of ET-EGOS and WIGOS.
3.3
Fifth WMO Impact Workshop on the Impact of Various Observing Systems on NWP

This meeting (Sedona, USA, 22-25 May 2012) is a key element of the information gathering part of the RRR process, and we are pleased to note that the response from the numerical weather prediction community and their interest in participating in this have both exceeded our expectations. In addition to contributions from WMO OBS budget and the THORPEX programme, local funding has been provided by NOAA and NASA which has made it possible to expand the meeting in terms of both duration and number of participants. At this stage, the program is complete and will include around 40 presentations given by a very diverse group of NWP centers. In addition to the presenters, there will be significant management-level representation from both the NWP community and the observing system developers. 
3.4
Preparation for the Fifteenth Session of the Commission for Basic Systems

The Commission for Basic System will have a Regular Session in Jakarta from September 10-15. In preparation for this session, an ICT-IOS meeting will be held in Geneva in June to prepare the report from OPAG-IOS, including ET-EGOS.  During a Regular CBS Session new officials will be elected, and the session also provides an opportunity to revise and modify the Working Structure where needed. The team members are therefore also invited to express their views on the role, Terms of Reference and Work Plan for the team during the period after CBS-XV, in particular as concerns WIGOS as mentioned above. The ET-EGOS Chair will convey input from to team to ICT-IOS which is where the final preparations for the CBS Session will take place. 

3.5
Joint Observing System Simulation Experiments

The so-called Joint OSSE collaboration between NASA, NOAA, ECMWF and a number of associated partners has resulted in an impact experiments for Wind Lidars and other satellite systems that have been presented at various meetings, e.g. the 2011 EUMETSAT Meteorological Satellite Conference, the 2012 AMS Annual Meeting and the 11th International Winds Workshop in 2012. Additional information about this topic will be provided under agenda item 9 at this meeting. The team is encouraged to make a recommendation about the future direction of the OSSE work, in particular about the need to upgrade the Nature Run now that the horizontal resolution of even the current generation of operational forecast systems exceeds that of the Nature Run.
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