Space-Based Sub System of the Global Observing System
S1 TO S20

This is not directly applicable to Trinidad and Tobago since we own no satellite. Any improvements in calibration, accuracy, range of sensors and products produced by space –based systems will greatly benefit Trinidad and Tobago.

Surface-Based Sub System of the Global Observing System
G1 Distribution
Hourly observations are disseminated from two stations over the AFTN.  A number of AWS are operated but this data is not currently transmitted internationally. A new digital Doppler radar station is presently functioning but has not been officially handed over to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. This radar is part of a project comprising radars in Guyana, Barbados, Belize and Trinidad and Tobago.

The project with respect to the installation of 5tidal gauges has not materialised to date. This project is now schedule for 2010.
G2 Documentation
Trinidad and Tobago are presently taking steps to ensure that all observational data sources are accompanied by good documentation including metadata, QC, and monitoring.
G3 (timeliness and completeness)
Trinidad and Tobago sounding data is not presently generated in TDCF (BUFR).  The Caribbean Meteorological Organization is however looking into making the necessary migration into the TDCFs. The sounding is however normally transmitted on time. Within recent times we have experienced a number of failures in the rawinsonde and hydrogen generating equipments resulting in no soundings over extended periods. WMO RA IV is however looking into making the necessary migration into the TDCFs
G4 (baseline system – 12 hour profiles, winds important in tropics)
Under a cooperative arrangement with the United States of America, an active radiosonde network continues. Operations occur for the 1200 sounding daily and for part of the Hurricane Season both a 0000 and 1200 are done.

G5 (stratospheric observations)
No survey information or documentation is presently available on the needs and availability for radiosonde, radiance, wind and humidity data.

G6 (ozone sonde data distribution)
Presently not applicable.

G7 (targeted observations)
Presently not applicable.

G8 (Optimization of rawinsonde distribution and launches)
Operating as part of a regional cooperative arrangement with the USA, rawinsonde soundings are performed at specified times. This includes flexible practices such as making observations on demand during times of severe/hurricane weather conditions.

G9 (AMDAR participation)
Presently not applicable.

G10 (AMDAR optimized reporting)
Presently not applicable.

G11 (humidity sensors on AMDAR
Presently not applicable.

G12 (alternative AMDAR systems)
TAMDAR and AFIRS are presently not used and no immediate plan is envisaged.

G13 (ground-based GPS measurement of total water vapour)

Presently not utilised and no immediate plan is envisaged.

G14 (more atmospheric profiles over ocean)
Presently not utilised / no immediate plan is envisaged.

G15 (improved telecommunications for marine/ocean observations)
Not applicable / presently not utilised / no immediate plan is envisaged.

G16 (tropical moorings)
Needed urgently / no immediate plan is envisaged

G17 (drifting buoys)
Needed urgently / no immediate plan is envisaged

G18 (XBT and ARGO)
No immediate plan is envisaged.

G19 (ice buoys)
Presently not applicable.

G20 (more atmospheric profiles in tropics)
There are no silent stations at present

G21 (enhanced AWS operations)
Six AWS are operated at strategic locations, proposals are for three more in 2010

G22 (new systems)
Not utilised and no immediate plan is envisaged.
Additional High Priority Recommendations for Evolution of the GOS
N1 (new data for NWP centres)
Presently not applicable.

N2 (data from research satellites)

Presently not applicable.

N3 (NWP data cut-off times)
Strives to deliver observed data to the international community in a timely fashion and within the boundaries of regional and international timelines.

O1 (observing system studies)
Presently not applicable.

T1 (training)
Continues to contribute to local and regional training.
