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REVIEW AND UPDATE OF THE DATABASE OF USER REQUIREMENTS
AND OBSERVING CAPABILITIES
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)
	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document informs on the status of the database on observational user requirements and observing capabilities and the progress made in updating this two-fold database. 



ACTION PROPOSED

The Meeting is invited to take note of the status of the database updating process and to advise on the way forward for its future maintainability.
Appendix: Observational Requirements Tables for WMO Application Areas, GCOS and GOOS.

DISCUSSION
Introduction

1.
ET-EGOS-3 had reviewed the status of the WMO/CEOS Database of Observational User Requirements and Observing System Capabilities.
2.
Members of the Expert Team (ET) agreed to review all WMO observational data requirements for each application area, particularly to insert required values in the new “breakthrough” columns in place of the current default values. It was stated that the most convenient practical approach was to distribute copies of the database, or subsets as relevant, in the form of Excel spreadsheets extracted from the database.
3.
ET-EGOS-3 further noted that the four sequential steps of the RRR process did not seem to be rolling and recommended adopting a timetable for a regular (annual) cycle with effect to:
· Review the user requirements (Point of Contact for each application area);
· Review the observing system capabilities;
· Complete the critical review to identify gaps (WMO Secretariat to assist in case of need);
· Consequently provide the objective input to support the review of Statements of Guidance by Points of Contact for each application area.
4.
It was anticipated that the next CD-ROM version of the database would be available on 31 October 2007 and thus all inputs for the 2007 version should be available to the Secretariat by 30 September 2007.
5.
Several actions have been taken by the WMO Secretariat since ET-EGOS-3. The latest status is indicated below for the “Observational Requirements” and the “Observing Capabilities”, which are two distinct parts of the database.
Observational Requirements

6.
All observational requirements that were available by the end of 2007 have been incorporated into the database. The database is available for consultation on the WMO web site via the following URL: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/Databases.html#UserRequirements . This web page includes explanations on the mechanism for collecting requirements and the concept of goal, breakthrough and threshold. 

7.
This page can also be reached in navigating in the WMO web site in the following ways:

· From the WMO home page, in selecting “Topics” in the upper menu bar, then “Observational Requirements”;
· From the WMO home page, in selecting “Programmes” then “SAT” in the left-hand menu to reach the Space Programme summary page, then selecting  “Observational Requirements”;
· From any other Space Programme web page, in selecting “User Requirements” in the right-hand menu.

8.
In March 2008, Observational Requirements for “Metocean services” have been received from JCOMM. They will be incorporated into WMO observational requirements under a new “Metocean services” application area.

9.
On 29 May 2008, the latest observational requirements contained in the database were distributed to ET-EGOS members in the form of Excel spreadsheets related to each WMO Application area, GCOS and GOOS. A copy of these spreadsheets is enclosed in the Appendix.

Observing Capabilities
10.
An update on in-situ marine observing capabilities was provided by JCOMM after 
ET-EGOS-3.
11.
As concerns space-based capabilities, following a recommendation from ET-SAT, it was decided to coordinate with the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) in order to proceed with a single call for updates covering in the same time the updating needs of the WMO-CEOS database and of the CEOS Earth Observation Handbook. The call for updates was sent by the European Space Agency (ESA), acting on behalf of CEOS and WMO, at the end of February, and replies have been collected until May. After some final consistency checks by WMO and ESA, it is expected that the updated material will be available at the end of June 2008.
12.
The goal is to incorporate this information into the database, which will be a major update; however there is no guarantee that this update can be completed before the end of 2008.
13.
Currently, the database is raising a maintainability issue. This database has been developed over the years and has now a complex architecture; however it is little documented. A considerable amount of work was spent in January and February 2008 by a temporary staff member to analyze and consolidate the various versions and modules of this database in preparation for the CEOS call for updates. Currently no staff resources have been allocated for its maintenance. 
14.
Meanwhile, independently of the database, it can be noted that detailed information on satellite instrument characteristics is available via the WMO Space Programme web pages at the following URL:  http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/Instruments_and_missions/Instruments.html 
Conclusion
15.
The potential interest of the Database on Observational User Requirements and Observing Capabilities has been reaffirmed on many occasions, as a key element of the Rolling Review of Requirements process. 
16.
The “Requirements” part of the database is relatively simple and manageable; it has been recently updated, is accessible online, and could incorporate further updates. The “Capabilities” part is more complex and its sustainability is an open issue in its present form. The option of 
re-designing the database should be considered, since this database is expected to play an even larger role in the context of WIGOS. 
_____________________
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