CBS/OPAG-IOS/ET-EGOS-4/Doc. 7.2.12

	WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

______________

COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

OPEN PROGRAMME AREA GROUP ON
 INTEGRATED OBSERVING SYSTEMS

EXPERT TEAM ON EVOLUTION OF THE

GLOBAL OBSERVING SYSTEM

Fourth Session

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 7–11 JULY 2008


	
	CBS/OPAG-IOS/ET-EGOS-4/Doc. 7.2.12
 (16.VI.2008)

    ______

ITEM:  7.2.12
Original:  ENGLISH




Status of individual Statements of Guidance (SOGS) and 
recommended update strategy
Climate (other aspects – CCl)
(Submitted by Dr Raino Heino, Finnish Meteorological Institute, Chairperson 
of the CCl-OPAG1 – Climate Data and Data Management)

	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents an overview of the current status of the Statement of Guidance (SoG) of climate applications (CCl).



ACTION PROPOSED

The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.  The CCl OPAG1 Expert Team 1.2 is proposed to continue this work, under the guidance of the OPAG1 Chairperson, to produce the Statement of Guidance on Climate Applications.  Two of the CCl OPAG4 Expert Teams (ET on Climate and Tourism and ET on Urban and Building Climatology) will meet later in 2008 and will be dealing with this issue.  The other CCl-work, including the ET on Observing Requirements and Standards for Climate will also be finalized until the turn of 2008 / 2009, after which there should be all necessary information for compiling the Statement of Guidance on Climate Applications.
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Appendix:
World Climate Applications and Services Programme (WCASP) and the Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) Project
Discussion

7.2 
Rolling Review of Requirements and Statements of Guidance 
7.2.2
Status of Individual Statements of Guidance (SOGs) and Recommended Update Strategy
7.2.12. 
Climate (other aspects – CCl)

In the following, only the main structure of the report is shown:

(the full report will be shown as a PPT-presentation during the meeting)

-CCl-bodies relevant to the issue in question;
-Climate application areas and their homogeneity;
-Overview on users’ requirements for observations compared with the existing (in-situ) systems; and,
-Critical review and (draft) SoG.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Commission for Climatology (CCl) has prepared the Guideline Statements on: 
· Climate Observation Networks and Systems;
· Metadata and Homogeneity;
· Data Rescue; and,
· Data Management.
These Guidelines are available and can be located at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcdmp/wcdmp_series/index_en.html,
and the latest Guide to Climatological Practices at:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/guide/documents/guide_third_edition_draft_may2007.pdf.
The new CCl-structure (since 2005) is currently in the full operative phase; the most relevant EGOS-related CCl-bodies are: (i) OPAG1-ET on Observing Requirements and Standards for Climate, as well as (ii) OPAG4 ETs on various applications:
1.
Climate and Health;

2.
Climate and Energy;

3.
Climate and Tourism; and,

4.
Urban and Building Climatology,
as well as OPAG3 Rapporteurs on:
5. Climate and Water; and,

6. Climate and Agriculture
cf. http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/wcasp_home_en.html, and ANNEX.

The “Homogeneous” application areas for the SoG-analysis have been discussed with the above-mentioned bodies, BUT the work is still ongoing. Previous plans on: 
(i) “technical” applications related to (renewable) Energy and Building climatology, and,
(ii) “bio” applications such as Health, Tourism and Urban climatology.
However, this does not seem plausible, and the SoG in question is planned to be kept as one volume on Climate Applications.
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The World Climate Applications and Services Programme (WCASP) fosters the effective application of climate knowledge and information for the benefit of society and the provision of climate services, including the prediction of significant climate variations both natural and as a result of human activity.  The Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) project deals with the implementation of climate services around the globe. It exists to take advantage of current data bases, increasing climate knowledge and improving prediction capabilities to limit the negative impacts of climate variability and to enhance planning activities based on the developing capacity of climate science.
Climate and Health
Floods, storms and heat directly affect health.  Climate indirectly affects health through its influence on air pollution, on the ecosystems that provide food and water and on vectors and pathogens that cause infectious diseases.
Climate and Energy
Climate information supports optimal development and use of renewable energy resources such as hydropower and wind, solar, biological and geothermal energies.

Climate and Tourism
The tourism industry, particularly in coastal zones and mountain areas, is highly vulnerable to climate hazards, and to sea level rise and changing snow and glacier conditions due to climate change.  Climate information helps reduce risks and plan effectively.
Urban and Building Climatology
Climate information on energy balance, heat or cool islands, winds and air quality as well as storms, floods and droughts is vital to urban design and management.

Climate and Water
Effective integration of climate and hydrological information in decision making in water resource management reduces risk to climate variability and change.

Climate and Agriculture
The use of seasonal prediction and climate change scenarios are important in agricultural production and food security systems.
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