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STATEMENTS OF GUIDANCE FOR CLIMATE APPLICATIONS
(Submitted by Raino Heino)
	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

To provide the status and plan for preparing Statements of Guidance for Monitoring Climate Change and Monitoring Climate Variability.




ACTION PROPOSED

To meeting is invited to consider these comments and to incorporate as appropriate into revised Statements of Guidance.

_________________

SOGs FOR MONITORING CLIMATE CHANGE AND

MONITORING CLIMATE VARIABILITY
The latest drafts of the Statements of Guidance (SoGs) for climate applications (Monitoring Climate Change and Monitoring Climate Variability) were developed by the GCOS-AOPC with input from some expert members of the climate community.

In 2003 the CBS ET-ODRRGOS noted that these two SoGs provided “ample science discussion on the key observations but did not offer an adequate analysis of the adequacy of the GOS for meeting the user requirements in these applications areas”.  The ET felt  also that those drafts were not SoGs in their current forms and encouraged the AOPC to continue their efforts to apply the RRR process in these applications areas.  In particular, observational data requirements should be developed and included in the WMO/CEOS data base. 

In 2004 the AOPC reviewed these two SoGs and requested the Commission for Climatology (CCl) for further review by appropriate CCl Expert Teams (ETs), and subsequently be submitted through these ETs to the CBS use. It was also noted that the CCl might develop additional SoGs for climate applications and agreed that it should review these as appropriate as part of the process. The AOPC further recommended that the formal ownership of these SoGs reside within the CCl structure.

The CCl structure was, however, changed since 2005 and organizing the work of the new Expert Teams has delayed the process until now. 

It is suggested that the new Expert Team 1.2 (Observing Requirements and Standards for Climate, chair, W.Wright) under CCl OPAG1 (Climate Data and Data Management, chair R.Heino) will concentrate to this task together with the other OPAG1 ETs and in close cooperation with CCl OPAG2 (Monitoring and Analysis of Climate Variability and Change). CCl’s OPAG3 and OPAG4, specialized in the first place in various climate applications, would be asked to consider, if there is need for other SoGs in climate application areas. Presently, the main application areas dealt by the CCl are: Health, Tourism, Energy as well as Urban&Building climatology. 

More specifically, the two SoGs on Climate Monitoring prepared by the AOPC would form a basis for the SoGs in question to be complemented by the full RRR-process.

In the meantime, the CCl has prepared three Guideline Statements on: 

1. Climate Observation Networks and Systems 

2. Metadata and Homogeneity 

3. Data Rescue 

These, and other WCDMP publications, are available from: http://www.wmo.ch/web/wcp/wcdmp/html/wcdmpreplist.html
Further Guideline documents have been developed on:

· Phenological observations 

· Automated versus manual surface meteorological observations - decision factors
· Managing changes in observations programs

· Climate data management
· Quality control/Quality assurance of climate data (in progress) 

· Guide to the calculation of climate normals (in progress) 

In addition, shorter contributions on:

· Guidelines on data accessibility
· Guidelines on maintaining national climate networks 

· Image file naming convention for data rescue
The US Climate Reference Network Requirements (http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/uscrn/index.html ) is providing relevant additional information about the site questions. 

These publications/ reports together with the new WMO Guide to Climatological Practices will constitute the basis for preparing the SoGs in question. 

In addition all the requirements from WCRP, GCOS, GOOS, GTOS, IGBP, ICSU and UNEP are available.

With such a number of requirements the CCl can give a clear guidance as to desired accuracy for essential climatic parameters.


CCl OPAG1 ET 1.2 (or a designated rapporteur within the ET) will be tasked to produce this information under the guidance of the OPAG1 chair. 
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