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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document presents a brief overview of the current SoGs and discusses issues that should be addressed in improving them and extending their range.. 

. 




ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

_______________

Overview of Statements of Guidance

Introduction

The Statements of Guidance (SoGs), describing how surface-based and space-based observing systems meet WMO user requirements in several application areas, are available through a set of web-based documentation [link?].
The introductory sections, last updated in 2004, give the background to the work which resulted in the SoGs.  They then present the purpose of the SoGs and describe the Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR) process, of which the SoGs are the outcome.  The later sections contain the SoGs for 10 application areas.

This document presents a brief overview of the current SoGs and discusses issues that should be addressed in improving them and extending their range.  It also describes how they contribute to the Implementation Plan for the Evolution of the GOS (IP-EGOS).

Statements of Guidance: purpose and process

The purposes of the SOGs are:

- to inform WMO Members on the extent to which their requirements are met by present systems, will be met by planned systems, or would be met by proposed systems.  They also provide the means whereby Members, through the Technical Commissions, can check that their requirements have been correctly interpreted and can update them if necessary, as part of the RRR process;

 - to provide resource materials useful to WMO Members for dialogue with satellite and other agencies regarding whether existing systems should be continued or modified or discontinued, whether new systems should be planned and implemented, and whether research and development is needed to meet unfulfilled aspects of the user requirements.

The SoGs emerge from the RRR process, which consists of 4 stages:

(i) a review of users' requirements for observations, within application areas covered by WMO programmes,

(ii) a review of the observing capabilities of existing and planned surface-based and space-based systems,

(iii) a "Critical Review" of the extent to which the capabilities (ii) meet the requirements (i), and

(iv) development of a SoG based on (iii).

The Critical Review process is comprehensive and quantitative.  It identifies the degree of conformance between user requirements and observing system capabilities.  However, it is not interpretive; it does not, for example, assess to what extent the gaps identified between capabilities and requirements are important for the given application.  This is the role of the SoG, which is a qualitative assessment, guided by the Critical Review and drawing attention to the conformance issues of most importance for the application.

The SoGs are one of the main inputs feeding into the development of the IP-EGOS.  From an analysis of gaps in present and planned observing systems identified in the SoGs, evolutionary path-ways and associated actions are identified to improve the GOS.

Statements of Guidance: status and issues to be addressed

At present there are 10 approved SoGs which were last updated as follows:

1.
Global Numerical Weather Prediction (Dec 2003)

2.
Regional Numerical Weather Prediction (Jan 2002)

3.
Synoptic Meteorology (Apr 2001)

4.
Nowcasting and Very Short Range Forecasting (Apr 2001)

5.
Seasonal to Inter-annual Forecasts (Nov 2003)

6.
Aeronautical Meteorology (Nov 2003)

7.
Atmospheric Chemistry (Jul 2004)

8.
JCOMM Ocean Applications Areas (Jan 2002)

9.
Agrometeorology (Jul 2004)

10.
Hydrology (Jul 2004)

In addition, substantial work has been done towards the generation of a SoG for Climate Monitoring, but this has not yet reached the status of an approved document.  ET-EGOS should consider whether the full range of requirements for observations is currently captured by these SoGs (i.e. 10 plus Climate Monitoring), with a scope that covers all routine, long-term observations across all WMO programmes (i.e. excluding requirements of short duration for research experiments).

The currently available SoGs are variable in style and content, and ET-EGOS should discuss to what extent this matters.  Perhaps of most concern are sections of some SoGs which constitute a summary of the user requirement  but do not discuss to what extent these requirements are met.

The current version of IP-EGOS has drawn strongly on some issues identified by the SOGs.  However, this has not been achieved in a thorough and comprehensive way.  There are still important issues identified in the SoGs that are not addressed in IP-EGOS, and some application areas are not well represented in the IP.  ET-EGOS should consider how to address these deficiencies.

