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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WITH CCl
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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

To provide the present status of the WMO Commission for Climatology and its activities related to the ET-EGOS, with special emphasis to the automatic weather stations (AWSs).



ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

_______________

Commission for Climatology (CCl)

The vision of the Commission for Climatology is to stimulate, understand and coordinate international technical activity to obtain and apply climate information and knowledge in support of sustainable social-economic development and environmental protection. 

The Commission for Climatology advises and guides the activities of the World Climate Programme (WCP) through the World Climate Data and Monitoring Programme (WCDMP) and the World Climate Applications and Services Programme (WCASP), and also providing support to many activities under the framework of the Climate Agenda.


At its fourteenth session (Beijing, China, 3-10 November 2005) the Commission agreed that the CCl Management Group is responsible for integration of the CCl programme areas, evaluation of progress achieved, deciding upon priorities with regard to available resources, coordination of strategic planning and deciding on necessary adjustments to the working structure during the intersessional period.

The Commission decided also on the new structure including four Open Area Programme Groups (OPAGs) within which to carry out its priority activities.

The OPAGs are as follows: 

OPAG 1: Climate Data and Data Management
OPAG 2: Monitoring and Analysis of Climate Variability and Change
OPAG 3: Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS)
OPAG 4: Climate Applications and Services

The terms of reference and the persons serving in each OPAG is available in the new CCl Web-page.

Automatic Weather Stations (AWSs)

The introduction of automatic weather stations throughout much of the globe since the 1990s has resulted in unprecedented changes in surface observation systems. During a period of growing concern about climate change and the need for high quality data, many climatologists have realised that they needed to be key stakeholders in the recording, collection and management of climate observations from the AWSs to ensure that uncertainties associated with data were minimised. 
Considerations of the climate community for data from the AWSs 
- AWS data should increase the amount of climatological information and at the same time maintain the homogeneity of climate data sets

- AWS should guarantee the homogenous recording of the basic set of climate relevant parameters such as temperature, precipitation, pressure, sunshine duration, and wind

- AWS should ensure that extreme values are accurately and consistently recorded in a way that can be precisely related to older, manually observed data.
Advantages and disadvantages

· Location of AWsS in rural areas, remote locations, increase of stations worldwide

· Faster access to data, higher frequency data, consistency in measurement

· Enhanced data quality, real time quality control 

· Climate data products to be derived directly or computed quickly

· Integration of remote sensing products (radar, satellite, etc)

· Growing meteorological database?

· Demands of new client groups and climate modelling /theoretical studies

· Automation of visual and subjective observations could bring worldwide homogenous observations

· Discontinuities in long-term records 

· Changes in several parameters

Key issues?

· Change management program

· Laboratory and field testing

· Parallel observations
· Metadata

· Data quality, homogeneity

· Maintain continuity
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