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________________________________________________________________
Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides an update of the Siting Classification method which was presented to ET-AWS-6.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
This meeting is invited to evaluate (take into account) this information when discussing individual agenda items.
__________________

Reference
ET-AWS-6 final report

Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation Fifteenth session CIMO-XV
UPDATE CONCERNING GUIDELINES FOR THE SITING CLASSIFICATION OF SURFACE OBSERVING STATIONS
Introduction

1) ET-AWS recalled that a proposal for Siting classification of surface observing stations, initially developed by Météo-France, was discussed by the ET-AWS-5 (May 2008) and by the CIMO ET-ST&MT (September 2008). Following the positive support of these two Expert Teams, the WIGOS Pilot Project Ad-hoc Working Group on met in October 2009, to finalize draft guidelines on the Siting Classification. After intense work, both during this meeting and subsequent exchanges and telephone conferences, the Siting Classification for Surface Observing Stations on Land was finalized
2) The siting classification which was proposed in ET-AWS-5 and further expanded in ET-AWS-6 was endorsed by CIMO-XV in Helsinki, 2010. The Commission has requested that it be included in the CIMO Guide with the following clarifications in order to ensure its appropriate use: 1) the use of the siting classification of observing stations depends on the purposes of the observations, 2) the proposed classification is the first official version of the siting classification, and will be reviewed and updated as needed at the next CIMO. The classification was published in Annex IV of CIMO-XV (WMO No. 1064).

Recommendation
3) That member countries are encouraged to use the siting classification;
4) That ET-AWS consider the request that guidance and training materials be prepared as suggested in ET-AWS-6; and
5) That ET-AWS consider adding the siting classification of the AWS BUFR message template.
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