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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting


The fifth meeting of the Expert Team on Requirements for Data from Automatic Weather Stations (ET/AWS) will be opened on Monday, 5 May 2008, at 09:30 hours at the WMO Headquarters, Geneva.  
1.2 Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda will be submitted to the meeting for adoption.

1.3 Working arrangements
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only.

2. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN


The chairman will submit a report on the activities carried out by the ET/AWS since the Extraordinary session of the Commission for Basic Systems, (CBS-Ext. (2006)), Republic of Korea, Seoul, 2006, with accordance to the Terms of reference approved by CBS-Ext. (2006) and the consequent Working Plan of ET.
3. AWS FUNCTIONAL SPECIFICATIONS
The meeting is invited to consider new requirements for updating AWS Functional Specifications (FS) received from other WMO Technical Commissions and Programmes and approved the updated version of AWS FS. 
4. REQUIREMENTS AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR A ROBUST, LOW POWER, CONTINUOUS COMMUNICATIONS PLATFORM FOR ALL AWS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN REMOTE LOCATIONS
The meeting will consider the requirements (RQ) and Implementation Plan (IP) for a robust, low power, continuous communication platform for all AWS, with special focus to installations in remote locations. Based on the discussion the ET is to prepare a set of RQ and viable IP for those strategies which show the greatest promise.
5. REQUIREMENTS AND SUBSEQUENT IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR AWS HOSTED SENSORS TO CONTRIBUTE DIRECTLY TO THE CALIBRATION AND GROUND TRUTH OF SPACE-BASED OBSERVATIONS
The meeting is invited to develop requirements and subsequent implementation plan for AWS hosted sensors to contribute directly to the calibration and ground truth of space-based observations. The ET is to prepare a set of RQ and viable IP for suited sensors.
6. REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW SENSORS OR THE INTEGRATION OF SENSORS TO MEET THE DEFICIENCIES OF AWS FOLLOWING THE MIGRATION FROM MANUAL OBSERVATIONS
The meeting is invited to develop requirements for new sensors or the integration of sensors to meet the deficiencies of AWS following the migration from manual observations.  The ET is to prepare a set of RQ and viable IP for the future implementation of such sensors once developed.
7. ADDRESSING THE NEED FOR INTEGRATION OF POINT MEASUREMENTS WITH AREA MEASUREMENTS
The meeting will consider possibilities of how to integrate data from AWS with area measurements. The ET is to prepare a Strategic Plan for that purpose.
8. DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES TO ASSIST IN THE TRANSITION FROM MANUAL TO AUTOMATIC SURFACE OBSERVING STATIONS
The Guidelines and suitable procedures to assist the transition from manual to automatic surface observing stations will be considered and develop. Guidelines are to be incorporated into the CIMO Guide.
9. DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW DATA TYPES FROM EITHER NEW SENSORS OR FOLLOWING THE SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION OF SENSORS
The meeting is invited to consider development of and to prepare guidelines for the implementation of new data types from either new sensors or following the successful integration of sensors which to be incorporated into the CIMO Guide.
10. DEVELOPMENT OF THE RECOMMENDED FOUR CATALOGUES OF AWS METADATA
The meeting will focus its attention on the production of the recommended four catalogues. 
11. DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDELINES FOR THE SITING CLASSIFICATION OF AWS
The meeting is invited to develop guidelines for the siting classification of AWS which are to be incorporated into the CIMO Guide.
12. STANDARD AND OPTIONAL VARIABLES TO BE REPORTED BY AWS
The meeting discussing standard and optional variables to be reported by AWS will produce a proposal of the final list of those variable reported by standard AWS.
13. REVIEW OF BUFR DESCRIPTORS RELATED TO AWS MEASUREMENTS
The meeting is invited to consider BURF descriptors related to AWS measurements from the point of inconsistencies and traceability to the International Meteorological Vocabulary (WMO-No. 182) (IMV) as well as for metadata standard transmission. The lists of BUFR descriptors inconsistent to IMV as well as needed for metadata transmission are to be prepared. 
14. THE VISION FOR THE GOS
Based on the collaboration with ET EGOS the meeting will consider its statement and input for the updated vision for the GOS.
15. ADVANCES IN AWS TECHNOLOGY FOR ET-EGOS
The meeting is invited to prepare summary of advances in AWS technology needed for ET-EGOS.
16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Under this agenda item, the Members will be invited to discuss issues brought forward by participants at the meeting.
17. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CBS-XIV (2008)
The meeting will develop recommendations to be submitted to CBS-XIV, 2008.

18. FUTURE WORK PLAN
The Meeting is invited to develop a proposal of its future work programme to be submitted to CBS-XIV, 2008 for approval.
19. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 
The meeting is tentatively scheduled to close on Friday, 9 May 2008, late afternoon. 
