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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting


The Meeting of the Expert Team on Requirements for Data from Automatic Weather Stations (ET/AWS) will be opened on Monday, 20 March 2006, at 10:00 a.m. at the WMO Headquarters, Geneva.  
1.2 Adoption of the agenda

The Meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.

1.3 Working arrangements for the meeting

The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the Meeting will be held in English.

2.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN


The chairman will brief the participants on the purpose and scope of the meeting based on the terms of reference of the Expert Team as well as on the results of the Thirteenth Session of the Commission for basic systems (CBS-XIII), St Petersburg, Russia, 23 February - 3 March 2005.  He will also submit a report on the activities carried out by the ET/AWS since CBS-XIII according to the Working Plan.

3. REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ET- DR&C

The ET- DR&C representative will provide the participants with an update on the status of collaborative efforts between the ET- DR&C and the ET-AWS. 
4. REPORT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDELINES FOR AWS QUALITY CONTROL PROCEDURES;

Dr. Igor Zahumenský will provide the participants on progress in developing a standard for extended quality control procedures applied to AWS data.

5. REPORT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDS FOR THE STANDARDIZATION OF AWS PLATFORMS
Participants will be invited to engage in discussions and development of proposals relating for standardizing AWS platforms.

6.
REPORT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRACTICAL EXAMPLES FOR A STANDARD SET OF METADATA FOR AWS

      Participants will be invited to engage in discussions and development of proposals relating to the development of examples for a standard set of metadata for AWS.

7.
REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE JOINT EFFORT WITH HMEI AND CIMO IN DEFINING METADATA NEEDS FOR THE FUTURE WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM

      Dr. Jitze van der Meulen, CIMO representative, will report on his efforts with HMEI on the subject.  HMEI will also be invited to share in the reporting of their collaborative efforts. 

8.
REPORT ON THE NEED FOR UPDATING AWS CODE AND DESCRIPTOR TABLES

      The ET-AWS is tasked with maintaining AWS code and descriptor tables.  Dr. Igor Zahumenský will provide a report on required code or descriptor changes or additions for consideration and submission to CBS.

9.
REVIEW IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR EVOLUTION FOR SUB-SYSTEMS OF THE GOS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ET-EGOS

      The chairman will report on the Review Implementation Plan for Evolution for Sub-Systems of the GOS and recommendations to the ET-EGOS.

10.
OTHER BUSINESS


The meeting will be invited to discuss and advise on: Climate Requirements for AWS, Assessment of Cost/Benefits of AWS for Climate, Designing National and Global Networks, and Further development of the ET’s website.
11.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO CBS-Ext. (2006)
The Meeting is invited to develop recommendations to the CBS Extraordinary Session, 2006, tentatively scheduled for November 9-16, 2006 according to the ET/AWS Work Plan.

12.
FUTURE WORK PLAN 


The Meeting is invited to develop recommendations to the CBS Extraordinary Session, 2006, regarding the need for ET/AWS continuity and its future work programme.
13.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

It is expected to close the meeting on Friday afternoon, 24 March 2006.

