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Summary and Purpose of Document

This document provides information on the status of the GSN-GUAN in relation to the Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN) 
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to take into account information provided in the document when considering ‘Items for Discussion’ under agenda item 15
Appendix: 
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1
THE GLOBAL CLIMATE OBSERVING SYSTEM (GCOS) NETWORKS AND THE 
REGIONAL BASIC CLIMATOLOGICAL NETWORK
1.1 EXTENSION TO RBCN

1.1.1 The Fourteenth session of the Commission for Basic Systems, Dubrovnik, Croatia, April 2009, (CBS XIV) in approving the Terms of Reference of the OPAG-IOS Implementation Coordination Team on Integrated Observing Systems (ICT-IOS), requested ICT-IOS to review deficiencies in coverage and performance of the existing GOS, in particular in the implementation of the RBSNs, the GSN and GUAN (of GCOS) as well as related RBCNs, on the basis of monitoring results and regional studies, to make proposals to improve the availability of data to meet stated requirements, and to monitor and report on progress in the evolution of the GOS.
1.1.2 Furthermore, CBS XIV noted that there are now nine CBS Lead Centres for GCOS and that new Terms of Reference for these Lead Centres have been developed and adopted.  While recognizing the importance and value of the activities performed by these Lead Centres, it requested them to consider expanding the scope of their activities to cover all stations in the Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN).
1.1.3 At present, all regions including the Antarctic comprise a total of 3440 (2912 CLIMAT plus 528 CLIMAT TEMP) reporting stations in the RBCN, of which approximately 35% (1025 stations) and 31% (166 stations) are GSN and GUAN stations respectively.  This follows the recently concluded 15th session of Regional Association VI (September 2009) which approved a revised list of stations and minor changes since the last performance monitoring reports (see Doc. 11).  It should be noted that a small percentage of GSN and GUAN stations are not represented in the RBCN list of stations, primarily due to the list of GCOS stations being updated only once a year in January.  A regional breakdown with responsible CBS Lead Centres is presented in the Appendix. 
1.1.4 It should be noted that a few member countries operating stations within their territorial responsibilities in Regions I and II are not included under the designated CBS Lead Centres responsible for the performance monitoring of their respective regions.  These stations are indicated as ‘Other’ in the Appendix.  The specific area and relevant countries operating these stations are:
· RA I – Bouvet Island (Norway), Ceuta & Melilla (Spain), Madeira Islands (Portugal) and Diego Garcia (USA)

· RA II – Bangladesh, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Iraq, Kuwait, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
Total number of stations in the GCOS surface and upper-air networks monitored by
CBS Lead Centres as a percentage against the RBCN surface and upper-air networks
(30 October 2009)
	Region
	CBS Lead Centre/ Institution
	Number of Stations

	
	
	GCOS
	RBCN

	
	
	GSN / RBCN (%)
	GUAN / RBCN (%)
	CLIMAT
	CL-TEMP

	I
	Morocco (DMN)
	79
	(21%)
	7
	(47%)
	384
	15

	
	Mozambique (INM)
	76
	(22%)
	17
	(100%)
	339
	17

	
	Other
	2
	(28%)
	0
	(00%)
	7
	0

	Total – RA I
	157
	(22%)
	24
	(75%)
	730
	32

	II
	Iran (IRIMO)
	180
	(45%)
	14
	(16%)
	399
	90

	
	Japan (JMA)
	72
	(32%)
	17
	(21%)
	224
	81

	
	Other
	9
	(19%)
	0
	(00%)
	46
	6

	Total – RA II
	261
	(39%)
	31
	(17%)
	669
	177

	III
	Chile (DMC)
	101
	(33%)
	18
	(38%)
	308
	48

	Total – RA III
	101
	(33%)
	18
	(38%)
	308
	48

	IV
	USA (NOAA/NCDC)
	177
	(56%)
	23
	(27%)
	318
	85

	Total – RA IV
	177
	(56%)
	23
	(27%)
	318
	85

	V
	Japan (JMA)
	12
	(48%)
	3
	(27%)
	25
	11

	
	Australia (BOM)
	130
	(61%)
	30
	(52%)
	212
	58

	
	USA (NOAA/NCDC)
	9
	(82%)
	6
	(60%)
	11
	10

	Total - RA V
	151
	(58%)
	39
	(49%)
	248
	79

	VI
	Iran (IRIMO)
	9
	(07%)
	4
	(21%)
	132
	19

	
	Germany (DWD)
	127
	(28%)
	15
	(21%)
	454
	73

	Total – RA VI
	136
	(23%)
	19
	(21%)
	586
	92

	Antarctic
	UK (BAS)
	42
	(79%)
	12
	(80%)
	53
	15

	Total - Antarctic
	42
	(79%)
	12
	(80%)
	53
	15

	Total - Global
	1025
	(35%)
	166
	(31%)
	2912
	528


Note:  A small percentage of GSN and GUAN stations are not represented in the RBCN list of stations.  For more details please refer to Doc. 11 (WWW Monitoring Reports).









