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	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document presents a summary of activities carried out by MF in accordance with the work programme endorsed by the 8th session of the EC WG AM, intended as a contribution to the Chairman report.

 


ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering recommendations to improve the operation of the exchange of observational data and processed information in the Antarctic, as well as the planning of IPY activities.
_______________

DISCUSSION
The following text lists the Work Programme of the WG AM endorsed by the 8th session of the WG (Geneva, 25-27, November 2002) and appropriate actions (in bold text) taken by Meteo France.  














































































	




	



	



	




	








	








	




	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	





	





	

	



	





	




	




	







	








	



	




The Working Group agreed that the future work programme should include several specific actions which are to be implemented during the inter-sessional period:
(a) to seek information from Members operating AWS in Antarctica about their intentions as regards the long-term nature of stations and the possibility of ensuring real-time data collection with a view to including new AWS in the ABSN and GCOS Surface Networks;
AWS have been installed at Dome C (89828) (Concordia) as well as along the way between DDU (89642) and Dome C. Their references are 89836, 89834 and 89832. Except at Dome C where the status of the AWS can be monitored in real time, the other stations might be out of work for long periods. When available, data are transmitted on the GTS. 
(b) to request Members to re-measure Antarctic Station elevations using modern surveying techniques;
There is no chance that the elevation of the station of Dumont d’Urville changes as it is installed on a rocky island. However, the elevation will be verified in December 2006. The elevation of DOME C was measured in 2005 using differential GPS technic and controlled several times during that year.
(c) to develop a list of Voluntary Observing Ships operating in Antarctic waters with the assistance of Members and the International Association of Antarctic Tour Operators;
The supplier ship l’Astrolabe is the only Observing Ship operating in the Antarctic during its crossings between Tasmania and Terre Adélie or during oceanographic campaigns. Data are transmitted in Australia using Immarsat system. There is no plan to develop touristic travels up to now.
(d) to prepare proposals regarding future telecommunication arrangements for the distribution of products at Antarctic stations to Members for the next Expert Meeting on Antarctic Telecommunications;
Telecommunication arrangements are endorsed by the French Polar Institute IPEV. France has no proposal for new arrangements.
(e) to update and finalize the Catalogue on Antarctic Climate Data and to prepare an electronic version of the Catalogue for the Web site with the assistance of the British Antarctic Survey;
France has not been contacted by BAS.
(f) to continue the issue by the WMO Secretariat of Antarctic Ozone Bulletins in the current format;
WMO action.
(g) to assist in the implementation of “Reference Antarctic Data for Environmental Research (READER)” project proposed by the SCAR;

WMO is in charge of this action. 
(h) to consider the possibility for organizing a limited intercomparison of solid precipitation measurements at some selected Antarctic Stations under the supervision of CIMO after a clear definition of requirements by the CLIC project.
WMO/CIMO is in charge of this action. Solid precipitation are not measured in DDU (89642).
(i) to closely cooperate with the JCOMM Expert Team on Sea Ice (ETSI) on the development of a seasonal model for operational sea-ice forecasting;
France is member of JCOMM but not yet of the ETSI team.
(j) to implement an operational short-term weather forecasting high-resolution model, covering Antarctica and the Southern Ocean;
Australia (BOM) in charge of this action.
(k) to deploy sufficient drifting buoys in the seasonal sea ice zone, so as to optimise the impact of meteorological data from them on atmospheric models;
France is not a member of the WG on drifting buoys in the Antarctic.
(l) to draw the attention of Members to the need to upgrade ground stations for meteorological satellites in order to receive X‑band data rates, which are becoming freely available from operational environmental satellites;
A project to receive direct information from environmental satellites is being studied by IPEV. Result expected in 2008.
(m) to make currently captured climate data available to BAS for the on‑going READER project. 
CLIMAT and CLIMAT-TEMP messages from DDU (89642) are regularly transmitted on the GTS and are available on the SCAR website up today (Sept 2006) .
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