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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1. Opening of the meeting
The Ad-hoc Steering Group Meeting on the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR will open at 09:30 hours on Wednesday, 2 July 2008, at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

1.2. Adoption of the agenda
The Provisional Agenda, as contained in the WIGOS-PP-AMDAR-1/Doc.1.2(1), will be submitted for adoption. The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.3. Working arrangements

The work of the Meeting will be conducted as a committee of the whole, however, sub-groups may be established as required to consider specific problems. The session and documentation will be in English only. The pre-meeting documents are to be e-mailed to the WMO Secretariat for subsequent posting on the WMO Server at:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Meetings/AMDAR-WIGOS-PP_Geneva2008/DocPlan.html

The Meeting will decide on other arrangements, such as its working hours.

2. Background on THE WIGOS pilot projects
2.1. Outcome of the first meeting of the Executive Council Working Group on the WIGOS-
WIS

The Secretariat will provide information on the outcome of the first meeting of the Executive Council Working Group on the WIGOS and WIS, with a specific reference to the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR.
2.2. CIMO WIGOS Pilot Project “Elaboration of the underpinning/crosscutting role and 
responsibilities of the Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme and CIMO 
in the context of WIGOS” 

The representative of the WIGOS Pilot Project (PP) “Elaboration of the underpinning/crosscutting role and responsibilities of the Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme (IMOP) and CIMO in the context of WIGOS” will inform the Ad-hoc Steering Group on the first proposal of this PP and on how CIMO could best contribute to and support the development of WIGOS. A proposal of a WIGOS PP Planning Sheet will be presented and the Ad-hoc Steering Group will be invited to develop a planning sheet for the WIGOS PP for AMDAR.
2.3. WMO Information System

The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be briefed by the Secretariat on activities related to the WMO Information System (WIS) and the role of WIS in the WIGOS PP.
2.4. QMF requirements for observational data


The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be informed by the Secretariat on activities related to the WMO Quality Management Framework (QMF) and the role of QMF in the WIGOS PP.
3. DESCRIPTION WIGOS PILOT PROJECT FOR AMDAR “TO ENHANCE DELIVERY OF AERONAUTICAL DATA FROM AMDAR PLATFORMS TO USERS”
3.1. Governance issues – Transfer of responsibilities of AMDAR Technical coordination to 
WMO 

The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be briefed by the Secretariat on actions taken in the transfer of responsibilities of AMDAR Technical coordination to WMO as well as on the WMO Secretariat structure and Organizational change. The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be invited to use this information in development of the description of the WIGOS PP for AMDAR.
3.2. Instrument level – Suitable humidity sensor for the AMDAR fleet (incl. TAMDAR), 
validation of data

The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be informed on the current status of the implementation of humidity sensor on the AMDAR Fleet and future plans. The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be invited to use this information in development of the description of the WIGOS PP for AMDAR.

3.3. Standardized generation of data from aircraft measurements– Suitable software suite 
for data processing and dissemination

The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be informed on the current status of the standardized generation of data from aircraft measurements and future plans. The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be invited to use this information in development of the description of the WIGOS PP for AMDAR.

3.4. Products & Quality level – New products for VSRF and Nowcasting purposes, such as 
turbulence and icing

The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be briefed on the current status of the quality of products from AMDAR measurements and on new required products for VSRF and Nowcasting. The Ad-hoc Steering Group will be invited to use this information in development of the description of the WIGOS PP for AMDAR.

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Any items of business requiring the attention of the Ad-hoc Steering Group, but not covered above, will be considered.
5. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 17:00 hours on Thursday, 3 July 2008.
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