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Information for Delegates
General

The Joint Meeting of CBS ET-AIR and WMO AMDAR Panel will be held in Quebec City, Canada from 2 to 4 November 2011, at the Fairmont, le Chateau Frontenac. 
Meeting Venue

The Fairmont, le Chateau Frontenac (www.fairmont.com/EN_FA/Property/LCF/index.htm) is the confirmed venue for the Joint Meeting: CBS Expert Team on Aircraft-Based Observations (Third Session) and AMDAR Panel (Fourteenth Session) in Québec City from 2 to 4 November 2011.

A block of rooms has been reserved under the Group Name “1011ENVI_001” from November 1-5 2011. Please make your own reservation by contacting the Global Reservations Centre at 1-800-441-1414 in order to confirm your reservation for a Fairmont room at a special rate of $135 CAD plus taxes. Deluxe Old Quebec and Deluxe Riverview rooms are also available at $165 and $195 CAD plus taxes respectively. These rates will be available until October 1 2011. See www.fairmont.com/EN_FA/Property/LCF/index.htm for a list of International Toll-Free Reservation numbers, or visit https://resweb.passkey.com/go/environmentcanada2011 to reserve your room online.
Note: The above mentioned rates are for single of double occupancy. An additional charge of $30 CAD will apply for an additional adult sharing a room. No additional charge for children 18 years  and under to a maximum occupancy of 4/room. Please provide credit card information in order to guarantee your reservation. Taxes in Québec are 13.5% plus a 3% City Accommodation tax.

Special Note: There will be a get-together in the early evening of November 2 from 6-8 p.m. with appetizers and a cash bar.
Documents

Documents issued before the meeting will be made available in electronic format at http://www.wmo.int/amdar/AMDARMeetings_000.html 
Entry formalities

Passports must be valid six months beyond the expected departure date for entry into Canada.  A visa may be required dependant on country of origin (visit www.cic.gc.ca or call 1-888-242-2100 for up to date information on Visa requirements).  Note that additional visas may be required if routing through the United States before arrival in Canada.
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Electricity

Electric current in Canada is 60 cycles, 110 volts.  The plug is three pronged with a round ground and polarized.  An adapter is required for personal appliances using other currents such as the European 220 volts.  Most Computers operate on both110 or 220 Volts and therefore should only need a North American Plug adapter.
Mobile Phone Connection

Mobile phone operators in Canada have roaming agreements with most overseas operators. 
Internet Facilities

Complimentary high speed internet access will be available in guestroom for Fairmont President Club members (www.fairmont.com/fpc to apply).
Currency

The official currency of Canada is the Canadian Dollar.  US Dollars may be accepted at some outlets but at a significant premium.  Canadian and American traveller’s cheques can be cashed at Hotels.  Regular banking hours are Monday to Friday, 9:30am to 5:00pm (some branches are open until 8:00pm).  Many banks are open Saturdays until 2 or 3pm but closed Sundays and holidays.    Trust companies and currency exchanges may be open longer, as well as on Saturdays.  ATM (automatic banking) machines are easily available throughout the city and are accessible at all hours. 

1 USD = 0.97229 CAD

1 CAD = 1.02850 USD
Transportation to Québec City 
Québec Jean Lesage International Airport (www.aeroportdequebec.com/en/)
· 16 kilometers (10 miles) from downtown 
· Few international direct flights to Quebec City but likely transit through Montreal or Toronto

· Taxi from Airport to downtown Quebec City $33 CAD approx.
· Car rentals located on the main floor of the administrative building of the airport

Via Rail (Gare du Palais)
· Daily service between Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec City
Bus (Gare du Palais)
· Greyhound (via Montreal and transfer to Orleans Express for Quebec City)

· Intercar (links Quebec City with Quebec North Shore)

· Orleans Express (daily service between Quebec City, Montreal and other destinations in the province)

Sightseeing

Top attractions include:
· Observatoire de la Capitale

· VivaCité Trail (green and blue circles on sidewalks mark the trail)

· Fortifications of Québec

· Old Québec, including the Château Frontenac

· Place Royale – Old Port (including the Musée de la Civilisation)

· Plains of Abraham – one of the world’s largest and finest urban parks

· Parliament Hill (including the Fontaine de Tourny)
Local climate

Climate data for the period of the session in Quebec City is listed below:


Mean precipitation (rain and snow)
: 102 mm


Mean humidity


: 69.9%


Mean temperature


: -0.7 °C


Maximum temperature

: 2.9 °C


Minimum temperature

:  -4.3 °C

Point of Contact
For further information regarding the local organization of this event please contact:
M. Gilles Fournier

Meteorological Service of Canada

Environment Canada

gilles.fournier@ec.gc.ca

Telephone +1.613.992.0794

Cell +1.613.355.5109
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