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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on the activities and plans 
for the Météo France AMDAR Programme.



ACTION PROPOSED

The Panel is invited to note the information contained in the document.
_________________

1. French AMDAR Programme

The French Program AMDAR covers different levels of needs. For each of them, objectives have been defined: 

· Intensification of AMDAR data for national forecasting and meso scale model;
· Valorisation of AMDAR data produced by E-AMDAR for regional model;
· Development of AMDAR data over French overseas territories for global use; and
· Preparation of real time delivery of physico-chemical data for air quality model.
To progress, Météo France is working in priority with the E-AMDAR infrastructure:
· By valorising the existing contracts with Airline companies;

· In using the technical solutions already developed and implemented; and
· And by facilitating the transfer from research to operations for the new measurements.

2. Meteo France AMDAR Activities  

Contribution to the E-AMDAR program

Météo France contributes financially and technically to the E-AMDAR program, allowing getting AMDAR data every 250 km and 3 hourly. As Météo France would like to generalise the using of AMDAR data by the forecasters, the frequency should be enhanced. Therefore, a MoU has been signed between Météo France and E-AMDAR, to intensify AMDAR profiles through a selection of airports in France. 

Météo France contributes to facilitate the relationships between Air France and E-AMDAR regarding the data dissemination on to the GTS and the development of AMDAR on long haul flights, and over French territories. Meteo France contributes to implement AMDAR production by B777 fleet over French West Indies, French Guyana and La Reunion.  

Contributions to the AMDAR Panel

Météo France contributes financially to the AMDAR Panel

3. 
Implementation of new AMDAR data

Since September 2008 (and continuing in 2010), sub 3 hourly AMDAR profiles are produced for E-AMDAR by Air France and Lufthansa aircraft, from a selection of Airports in France: Paris, Marseille, Nice, Lyon, Strasbourg and Toulouse. 

No progress was achieved on the over French overseas territories (mid 2010): La Reunion in the Indian Ocean, Polynesia and New Caledonia in the Pacific Ocean. But the way to progress has been identified either by a MoU between Meteo-France and BOM or via the MoU with E-Amdar, to implement an Air Vanuatu Aircraft over the new Caledonian area. The solution had to be discussed during the 13th panel in order to decide the good way needing the less administrative work.

If possible, this solution could be developed with others NMSHs.  

Enhancement in the utilization of AMDAR data

A presentation of AMDAR data has been made toward a wide range of training organized to present the operational observations. Progresses have been achieved to visualize correctly AMDAR data on the forecaster tools (humidity). 
Humidity sensor and cooperation with AIRBUS on the future on-board meteorological measurement system

Meteo France participates in the development of the design of a future European humidity network via the E-AMDAR Task Team for EUCOS. Météo France contributed in the COMET Project in response to an AIRBUS call for tender in the European CLEANSKY Project. 

IAGOS

Météo France in involved into the IAGOS projects (IAGOS DS and IAGOS ERI) for the design and conception of the real time transmission of Physico-Chemical data and for the coordination with AMDAR.  The main plan is to use the Satcom inboard long haul aircraft to transmit to E-ADAS all messages so that E-ADAS can send it to the GTS (in BUFR format).

4 Future plans 

Contribution to the TAG E-AMDAR and to the AMDAR Panel 

Participation to IAGOS projects
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