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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on the activities and plans for the Project on AMDAR DATA Policy 




ACTION PROPOSED

The Panel is invited to note the information contained in the document.
_________________

DATA POLICY

1.
Background
1.1
The Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) has requested the Expert Team on Aircraft Observations (ET-AIR), through its work plan (2009-2012), to develop an AMDAR data policy. This task to develop an AMDAR data policy will involve the analysis of the current status and the requirements before a well proposal for an AMDAR data policy could be then presented to CBS. Another requirement for this task would involve the development of guidelines for third party data providers, such as TAMDAR. 
2.
Data policy

2.1 It is encouraged that AMDAR and aircraft observations be freely available with open access. Real time data sharing is achieved via the Global Telecommunications System (GTS) of WMO. At present, archiving of AMDAR and aircraft observations is the responsibility of the relevant national and/or regional AMDAR programs, with data being made availability via some national and regional AMDAR password protection web portals. In many cases, the policies relating to the release and use of these data are not immediately clear as there are many agreements between the airline industries partners and NMHSs. 
2.2 As part of the work programme of ET-AIR there is a requirement that clarification must be sort out from all operational AMDAR programs and associated agencies, who have agreements in place with their airlines, with the aim of developing a coordinated data policy for AMDAR and aircraft observation data within the spirit of the WMO data exchange policy defined in WMO Congress Resolution 40 (Cg-XII). 

3.
Data archiving

3.1
AMDAR data disseminated on the GTS are routinely archived by a number of operational AMDAR programmes. ET-AIR and the AMDAR Panel will actively encourage all operational AMDAR programs to archive and make available AMDAR data. Centres archiving AMDAR data are encourage to become DCPC
4.
Instrumental Metadata

4.1
In recent years there has been an increasing demand for instrumental metadata that would serve a number of applications, including NWP and Climate studies. The AMDAR Panel and ET-AIR through the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR started the process of developing its own metadata tables and in the future a collection system at participating AMDAR programs, please see doc 3.4.1, Progress Achieved for the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR, for further information. 

5.
Quality control

5.1
Quality control procedures are in place to ensure the usefulness of real time data and also of data archives. A well-defined feedback mechanism is required to control real time data. The WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR will assist with the development of standardized procedure for Quality Management of AMDAR data, please see doc 3.4.1, Progress Achieved for the WIGOS Pilot Project for AMDAR, for further information. This project will examine the requirements for Quality Monitoring and Quality Assurance of AMDAR Data and develop a quality framework and procedure in support of high quality AMDAR Data to users as well as identify potential AMDAR archive centers (Data Collection or Production Centres (DCPCs) for WIS).
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