
5th Session of the Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the World Weather Watch in WMO Region V (South-west Pacific)
Honolulu, Hawaii USA, 7-10 December 2009
General Information
VENUE
1.
The Meeting will be held in the conference room in the plaza level of Pacific Guardian Center, 733 Bishop Street, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, from 7 to 10 December 2009. 
2.
The meeting area will be equipped with wireless network facility, which provides Internet access for your laptop computer if you have a wireless Ethernet interface card. 
Entry requirements

3. 
Participants are responsible for applying for a non-immigrant visa to enter the United States for the purpose of attending this meeting.  It is advisable that such an application be made as soon as possible to the nearest United States Embassy or Consulate.  Information on non-immigrant visas can also be found on the following web site:  http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types/types_1286.html .
4.
A letter of invitation will be sent from the WMO Secretariat to meeting participants.  
Electricity and Modem connections

5.
The mains power supply in the United States is 120 V, 60Hz. If you wish to use an electric appliance, you will need an international adaptor plug, which is available locally and can be purchased. Most hotels have suitable connectors for laptop computer modems.

Currency exchange, credit cards

6.
Local currency is the United States Dollar (USD), with an approximate value of 1 USD = 0.672 EUR, 1.09 AUD, 1.33 NZD,  92.19 JPY,  1.89 FJD, 6.828 CNY. (Current 26 Oct. 2009).  

7.   The most common credit cards (e.g. Visa, American Express, Diners, MasterCard) are accepted at hotels, banks and most stores.  

Hotel accommodation and reservations

8.
 The Outrigger and Ohana Hotels offer hotel rooms for the leisure and business traveller in Waikiki.  Because the meeting date occurs the week before the Honolulu Marathon (December 13th), participants are urged to make their own hotel reservations directly with the selected hotels (See Appendix A), or a hotel of their own choice.  US hotels require a credit card deposit to confirm a hotel room reservation.  However, the Local Secretariat staff at the NOAA National Weather Service Pacific Region will help those participants that require special assistance. Note:  The Honolulu Marathon occurs on Sunday, December 13th, and an early booking before November 6th is highly recommended.
Local Transportation

9.
Participants are suggested to take a taxi from the Honolulu International Airport to the Waikiki hotel where they will be staying. The taxi price between Airport and Waikiki Hotels is between $25-35 USD, and takes about 20-30 minutes. Shuttle bus service to Waikiki Hotels is also available, and can be purchased at the airport upon exiting the International Arrivals area. The Hotel is about CNY120 (about USD 18). Currency exchange services are available from automatic teller machines at the airport, and inside the international arrivals area prior to existing.
Climate

10.
Climatological features of Waikiki, Honolulu for December: 


Mean monthly maximum temperature:  27.3ºC


Mean monthly minimum temperature:   19.4ºC


Mean relative humidity: 63%


Average monthly rainfall:  76.2 mm


Average number of rainy days:  10
Local Contact Points
11.
For any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us at the following address:

Ms. Judy Reeves
NOAA National Weather Service (NOAA/NWS)
Pacific Region Headquarters (PRH)
Tel: +1-808-532-6416
Fax:+1-808-532-3979
E-mail: Judy.Reeves@noaa.gov
or
Mr. Scott Hashimoto
NOAA National Weather Service (NOAA/NWS)
Pacific Region Headquarters (PRH)

Tel: +1-808-532-6417
Fax:+1-808-532-5569
E-mail: Scott.Hashimoto@noaa.gov
A map of the Pacific Guardian Center is located at, along with directions to find it.:  
http://www.pacificguardiancenter.com/geninfo/location.asp.htm
A Hawaii Visitors Guide can be downloaded at the following web site:

http://www.gohawaii.com/about_hawaii/visitor_guide
APPENDIX A   HOTEL INFORMATION

HOTEL 1
 Ohana Waikiki Beachcomber
The Ohana Waikiki Beachcomber is located at 2300 Kalakaua Avenue, Honolulu, HI  96815
Phone number +1-808-922-4646.  Fax +1-808-923-4889  Room rates from $119 per night.
http://www.ohanahotels.com/hotels-resorts/hawaiian-islands/oahu-waikiki/ohana-waikiki-beachcomber
Guest Services

· 24-Hour Fitness health club nearby 

· All guest rooms and common areas are non-smoking 

· Automated teller machine 

· Automated wake-up call 

· Business center 

· Coin-operated laundry 

· Complimentary newspaper delivered to guest rooms every morning 

· Complimentary wireless Internet access in lobby 

· Elevators 

· Fitness center 6 am - 10 pm 

· Guest parking 18 USD for 24 hours. Valet only. 

· Hospitality rooms on request 

· Ice machine 

· Internet kiosk in lobby (fee) 

· Laundry/dry cleaning valet 

· Luggage storage 

· Massage service on request 

· Porter/bell service 

· Reception desk 24 hours 

· Shops within walking distance 

· Sundries store 

· Swimming pool and sundeck 

· Tour desk 
HOTEL 2
 Ohana Waikiki East
The Ohana Waikiki East is located at 150 Kaiulani Ave, Honolulu, HI  96815

Phone number +1-808-922-5353.  Fax +1-808-954-8800  Room rates from $99 per night.
http://www.ohanahotels.com/hotels-resorts/hawaiian-islands/oahu-waikiki/ohana-waikiki-east/guest-services
Guest Services

· 24-Hour Fitness health club nearby 

· All guest areas are non-smoking 

· Ample covered guest parking 18 USD for 24 hours 

· Automated teller machine 

· Bars/cocktail lounges 

· Business center with high-speed Internet access, personal computer, printer, fax. Self-service. 24 hours. 
· Complimentary wireless Internet access in lobby and pool deck 

· Elevators 

· Fax charge: 2 USD per outgoing page to U.S. locations and 4 USD per outgoing page to international locations. No charge for incoming faxes. 

· FREE newspaper 

· Hair salon 

· Hospitality room 

· Ice machine 

· Laundry/dry cleaning valet 

· Luggage storage 

· Outrigger Activities Center tours, attractions, airport transfers 

· Porter/bell service 

· Reception desk 24 hours 

· Shops within walking distance 

· Swimming pool. Whirlpool spa. 

· Wake-up call 

· Coin-operated (self-service) Laundry, 7am-10pm  
APPENDIX B:   

5th Session of the Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the World Weather Watch in Region V (South-west Pacific)

Pre-registration Form Submit by November 6, 2009

Fax to:  Ms. Judy Reeves:  +1-808-532-3979

Surname: _______________________(Mr./Ms./Mrs.), First name: ________________
Address:  _____________________________________________________________
Tel:
                                                          E-mail:                            .
Visa Information requested:


Nationality:
.


Date of Birth____________________________________________________________


Place of Birth___________________________________________________________


Profession:
.
Working place and Address, and Office Phone Number:


_____________________________________________________________________

Passport number:




Passport place of issue:
.


Date issued:
.


Passport expiration date:
.


Planned entry date: and Airline Flight Number
.

Planned departure date and Airline Flight Number______________________________

Honolulu Hotel Lodging Booking____________________________________________






