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Extracts from the abridged final report of Executive Council-LVI (EC-LVI /PINK 3.1)

Future WMO information system

3.1.24
The Council recalled that Congress endorsed the concept of the Future WMO Information System (FWIS), as an overarching approach to meet information exchange requirements of all WMO Programmes.  Congress requested CBS to pursue the further development of the FWIS towards the refinement and consolidation of the concept and then the design and implementation planning phases, while emphasizing that all WMO Programmes and technical commissions should actively participate and contribute its own expertise and resources in all phases of the development of the FWIS.

3.1.25
The Council was pleased that the CBS Inter-Programme Task Team on FWIS (ITT-FWIS), taking into account Congress directives, further refined and consolidated the FWIS concept with the participation of representatives of technical commissions.  The ITT-FWIS considered data management and communication structures and plans of other WMO Programmes and reviewed pilot projects relevant to the development of the Future WMO Information System (FWIS), including the WMO Core Metadata Standard, the Virtual (distributed) Global Information System Centre (VGISC) in RA VI, the Earth System GRID, the Community Data Portal, the EUMETNET UNIDART project and the Roshydromet CliWare project as well as other centres’ projects.  The success of FWIS would depend upon volunteering Members actively supporting and contributing to pilot projects related to various WMO Programmes, which had the potential to initiate the implementation of the FWIS.  The experience gained through pilot projects would be shared with all Members to promote and facilitate an early introduction of FWIS elements.  As regards the information exchange requirements to be met by the FWIS, the Council noted with appreciation that a questionnaire, was addressed to presidents of technical commissions, to assess in some detail the data exchange requirements of WMO Programmes, at present and for the foreseeable future, their integration into a common information system and issues related to metadata and data catalogues.

3.1.26
The Council noted that the presidents of technical commissions (Geneva, February 2004) were keen to continue and bring to fruition the development and implementation of the FWIS within WMO.  FWIS should be based on common data management and data-communication standards, and should utilize international industry standards for protocols, hardware and software; FWIS was therefore expected to maximize cross-programme standardization of data exchange, archiving, formats and data retrieval, etc. and would achieve data connectivity between all applications.  With respect to the EOS initiative, the FWIS, once developed and implemented, would also be an important backbone building block within the GEO system of systems (GEOSS) for achieving a greater interoperability and connectivity among individual component observing systems.

3.1.27
The Council was of the view that the FWIS, and its related data management elements, would, to a large extent, help WMO to achieve avoiding and eliminating data incompatibilities, duplication of effort and undue limitation in the use of highly valuable data.  However, for effectively meeting that goal, the Council  emphasized that it was necessary to:

· Give adequate recognition to the importance of FWIS and the related data management in all relevant programmes;

· Share knowledge, resources and commitment to management of data between the technical commissions and their associated programmes;

· Increase coordination or communication among the experts of the technical commissions concerned;

· Strengthen mechanisms for coordinating issues between the technical commissions, which were currently too weak to be fully effective and comprehensive;

· Ensure an active involvement and participation of the technical commissions in the FWIS development and implementation planning.

3.1.28
The Council noted that the presidents of technical commissions agreed that a strong, high-level coordination and collaboration mechanism spanning across the technical commissions would be more effective for achieving this challenging task than the current inter-programme collaboration mechanism within a CBS expert team.  The Council agreed with this view and adopted draft Resolution 3.1/1 (EC-LVI).
Resolution
Res. 3.1/1 (EC-LVI) —
INTER-COMMISSION COORDINATION GROUP ON THE FUTURE WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,

NOTING:

(1) Resolution 25 (Cg-XIV) – Sixth WMO Long-term Plan,
(2) Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fourteenth World Meteorological Congress (WMO-No. 960), general summary paragraphs 3.1.2.7 to 3.1.2.10,
(3) Report of Presidents of Technical Commissions Meeting, 2004,

CONSIDERING:

(1) That the Future WMO Information System (FWIS), was an overarching approach to meet information exchange requirements of all WMO Programmes; and would help WMO to achieve avoiding and eliminating data incompatibilities, duplication of effort and undue limitation in the sharing of highly valuable data between various programmes,
(2) That the FWIS concept developed by CBS, was endorsed by the Fourteenth Congress,

(3) That Congress requested CBS to pursue the development of FWIS, and all WMO Programmes and Technical Commissions to actively participate and contribute their own expertise in all phases of this development, 
(4) That it would be necessary to:

(a) Share knowledge, resources and commitment and increase communication between the technical commissions and their associated programmes, 

(b) Strengthen mechanisms for coordinating issues between the technical commissions,

(5) That a strong, high-level coordination mechanism spanning across the technical commissions was required for achieving this challenging task,

DECIDES:

(1)
To establish a Inter-Commission Coordination Group on FWIS with the following terms of reference:

(a)
To coordinate the refinement and consolidation of the FWIS based on the approved concept and then the implementation planning phases;

(b)
To assess in detail the data exchange and data management requirements of WMO Programmes, at present and for the foreseeable future, which should be met by the FWIS;

(c)
To advise the technical commissions on the development in data-communications and management functions to be required in the FWIS as regards their respective programmes;

(d)
To guide the orderly evolution of existing WMO information systems towards FWIS;

(e)
To address the major issues that had been identified, as listed in the Annex to this resolution;

(2) That one representative from each technical commission should serve as members of the group;

(3) That the chairperson may seek advice from, or invite experts as necessary;
DESIGNATES Prof. Geerd-Ruediger Hoffmann (Germany) as chairperson of the group;
REQUESTS:

(1) The presidents of the technical commissions to designate, in accordance with DECIDES (2), an expert to participate in the work of the Inter-Commission Coordination Group;

(2) The presidents of technical commissions to review, at the annual meeting, the outcome of the work of the Inter-Commission Coordination Group; 

(3) The president of the Commission for Basic Systems to report on the work of the group to each session of the Executive Council, taking into account the outcome of the Presidents of Technical Commissions Meetings; 

REQUESTS the Secretary-General to provide the necessary assistance and Secretariat support for the Inter-Commission Coordination Group on FWIS, within the available budgetary resources.

_____________

Annex:  1

Annex to Resolution 3.1/1 (EC-LVI)

Major issues the Inter-Commission Coordination Group on FWIS should 

address and coordinate

· Development of a widely available, electronic (on-line) catalogue of meteorological and related data, including links to other national, regional and global catalogues;

· Further development and coordinated implementation of a detailed WMO metadata standard for all programmes; 

· Promote the harmonization and consistency of data formats, transmission standards, archiving and distribution mechanisms to fully support inter-disciplinary use of data and products (e.g. ensuring that data from observation networks established by one programme can be shared with other programmes);

· Coordination of cross-programme standardized practices for the collection, exchange and electronic archival of data and related metadata, both high-level and detailed, including for stations and instruments (including expanded standard for station index numbering);

· Coordination of flexible, coordinated data-communication practices that evolve in step with the evolution of the Internet and relevant data-communication services;

· Mapping, with respect to information and communications, of the current and future structure and organization of WMO Programme centres to the functional components of FWIS (i.e. NCs, DCPCs and GISCs functions).

_________________

