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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains a proposal for documenting XML-based data representation standards that are defined by WMO.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
IPET-DRMM is asked to decide on recommendations to ICT-ISS on:

a) How to issue “FM” numbers to XML-based data representations

b) where to document the definitions of XML-based data representations

Background

There is an increasing demand to use XML-based data representations to exchange information. WMO has been strongly associated with the development of XML data exchange standards for aviation meteorology, hydrology and climate. The formal definitions of these standards must be recorded in a readily-accessible location. The XML standards that define how XML should be applied to implement specific exchange standards are known as application schemas.
In addition to those standards that WMO has played a leadership role in developing, there are other standards, such as the Common Alerting Protocol, that WMO Members use, but over which WMO has no control.

Proposal

1. Documentation of XML-based standards

· Those XML application schemas and supporting code lists that have been defined by WMO should be recorded in the Manual on Codes in a new volume I.3.
· Code lists that are common to the Table Driven Code Forms and to XML-based representations will be recorded in volume I.1 of the Manual on Codes.

2. Identification of XML-based standards

· Application schemas that are controlled by WMO should be assigned “FM” numbers

· FM numbers for XML application schemas will be in the range FM 200 to FM 299.
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