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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains proposals for monitoring procedures  

for BUFR messages from sea RBSN stations.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The Expert Team is invited to discuss the content of this document and to recommend one of the suggested procedures for monitoring BUFR messages from sea RBSN stations for implementation by the ET-OI.
References:

   [1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2
   [2] Manual on the Global Telecommunication System, WMO-No. 386
1. Background  
Mr. Pal Sannes (Norway) indicated a problem of monitoring BUFR messages from RBSN fixed sea platforms. Currently, BUFR data from Norwegian platforms 01300 (Gullfaks C) and 01400 (Ekofisk) are produced using TM 307079 and ISMDii, ISIDii and ISNDii in the abbreviated headings. This template, however, has been developed for land stations (costal and island stations) and is not capable to express data from sea stations, in particular wave data and heights of sensors above sea level. According to B/C 10 Regulations [1], data from fixed sea stations shall be reported using <3 01 001><3 08 009>, i.e. template TM 308009 for synoptic reports from sea stations being preceded by WMO block and station number. Data category in Section 1 shall be set to 1 [1] in these BUFR messages, and consequently T1T2 A1 = ISS shall be used [2].
The IWM procedures, however, allow only monitoring of ISM bulletins from RBSN stations; therefore BUFR messages from RBSN fixed sea stations, e.g. the Norwegian bulletin ISSD02 ENMI, would not be registered by the IWM.
2. A solution proposed by the Chair of ET-OI
Mr. Kelvin Wong, the Chair of the ET-OI, suggested that the Norwegian RBSN sea fixed platforms should produce two bulletins:  BUFR SYNOP bulletin ISMD using <3 07 079> and BUFR SHIP bulletin ISSD using <3 01 001><3 08 009>; the first one would be produced to avoid the sea RBSN stations 01300 and 01400 missing out in AGM/SMM/IWM monitoring. 
The purpose of the monitoring is to obtain information on the availability of data intended for data-processing and storage. According to this proposal, however, the bulletin ISSD02 ENMI (real data intended for data-processing) would be ignored, whereas the ISMD bulletin with TM307079 (to be discarded) would be monitored.
3. Proposed recommendation of the IPET DRC for implementation by the ET-OI
The following alternative solutions are suggested to avoid the necessity to produce two bulletins from RBSN fixed sea stations, one containing data described by <3 07 079>, the other by <3 01 001><3 08 009>. No objections to either of the below included proposals have been received during the e-mail exchange.
3.1 Adjustment of the IWM program 
This problem may be solved by relevant adjustment of the IWM software to be capable to monitor not only ISM bulletins, but also specified ISS bulletins. E.g. if the monitoring centers included the Norwegian bulletin "ISSD02","ENMI","HOURLY","01300 01400","RBSN SEA FIXED PLATFORMS" into the list of bulletins to be monitored for RBSN stations, there would be no need to produce any ISM bulletin containing "01300" and "01400" with TM307079.  

Moreover, this solution would require no changes in the Manual on the GTS and in the Manual on Codes.
3.2 Proposal for addition to Table C6, Attachment II-5, Manual on the GTS
According to the current Table C6, BUFR synoptic observations from marine stations are to be reported using abbreviated headings with T1T2A1 = ISS and ii = 01-19. The IWM of BUFR messages is to be performed for all RBSN stations, i.e. for fixed land stations and fixed marine stations.

If the IWM centres are capable to monitor only BUFR messages with abbreviated headings with T1T2A1 = ISM, the following addition is proposed to be included to Table C6 in the Manual on the GTS. The addition of ISM is needed for the IWM, the addition of ISI and ISN for consistency. 
	T1T2A1
	ii
	Data type
	             TAC

Correspondence
	Data Category/

SubCategory

(Common Table C13)

	ISM
	60-69
	Main synoptic observations from RBSN fixed marine stations
	SHIP (SMxx)
	001/002

	ISI
	60-69
	Intermediate synoptic observations from RBSN fixed marine stations
	SHIP (SIxx)
	001/001

	ISN
	60-69
	Synoptic observations from RBSN fixed marine stations at non-standard time (0100, 0200, ... UTC)
	SHIP (SNxx)
	001/000
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