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Proposal for modification of definition of C=/    

Submitted by Eva Červená (Czech Republic)

________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for modification of definition 
of  C = /  in the code table 0500 (Genus of cloud).

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The Expert Team is invited to recommend the proposed new modification of definition of  C = /  as pre-operational.  
References:

   [1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1
   [2] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2

Current state 
The code figure C= /  in Code table 0500 (Genus of cloud) is defined:
/    Cloud not visible owing to darkness, fog, duststorm, sandstorm, or other analogous phenomena
This definition was formulated for clouds reported from a manned station, but is not sufficient for reporting instrument detected cloud layers from an AWS. E.g.:

11710 27266 /3111 10036 20032 39484 40101 52033 78151

  333 69905 83/05 85/07 88/09 91117 
Moreover, testing of the converted data has indicated that the current definition of C= /  may lead to incorrect conversion of SYNOP data to BUFR, i.e. 0 20 012 (Cloud type) being encoded as 62, 61 and 60 within 3 02 004 and even 0 20 012 = 59 (Cloud not visible owing to darkness, fog, duststorm, sandstorm, or other analogous phenomena) within 3 02 005, although all these entries should be reported as missing in a subset, containing instrument detected cloud layers from AWS.
Proposal for the code figure C = / in Code table 0500 (C Genus of cloud)
It is proposed to modify the definition of C= / to become:
/       Not available for instrument detected clouds from AWS or cloud not visible owing to darkness, 
        fog, duststorm, sandstorm, or other analogous phenomena
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