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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for clarification of the text of Specifications of octet contents in BUFR Section 1. 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document

and recommend the proposed modification as editorial.

References:

   [1]  Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2.

5 - 8  December 2005ntion on International Civil Aviation
 Background 

It has been noticed that Section 1 in some BUFR messages (Edition 4) contains octet 23 (or even octets 23 and 24) being set to zero, therefore redundant. 

In February 2009, the RA VI Regional Rapporteur on MTDCF received a request for clarification of Specifications of octet contents, Section 1, BUFR Edition 4 (or Regulation 94.1.4) : 
 “..........we have noticed that in your BUFR messages the section 1 has only 22 Bytes. The reserved byte 23 can be omitted? By the Regulation 94.1.4, we understood that it shall exist and be set to zero.”
 The problem was discussed within the ET DR&C in March 2009 and the output is presented below, the actual wording being suggested by Mr. Brian Barwell, UK.
Proposal
It is proposed to modify the current text of Specifications of octet contents, BUFR Section 1:
for BUFR Edition 3

                      18-     Optional - for local use by ADP centres.

                                If not used, octet 18 only shall be coded and set to zero.
for BUFR Edition 4

                      23-     Optional - for local use by ADP centres.
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