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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents a proposal for synchronized implementation of amendments to the aeronautical codes.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to review the proposal with a view to synchronizing the implementation date of amendments to the aeronautical codes between WMO and ICAO.
REFERENCE:
-
Procedures for amending the Manual on Codes (Introduction chapter of Manual on Codes, Volume I.2).
ANNEX:  Time line for approval of Amendment 76
DISCUSSIONS
1.
An Amendment to ICAO Annex 3 is drafted by ICAO experts, and approved by the ICAO Council for implementation.  In parallel, alignment* of the WMO Technical Regulations, Volume II with the Amendment to ICAO Annex 3 is approved by WMO Executive Council.  The two publications are accordingly same along with the date of implementation of the Amendment and the alignment.


* In the WMO Technical Regulation, "[C.3.1.]" or "[C.3.3.]" is added to each article number. 

2.
Amendments to the aeronautical codes, i.e. METAR, SPECI and TAF in the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306) are drafted in accordance with the Amendment to ICAO Annex 3 and WMO Technical Regulations, Volume II.  In principle, it shall therefore be implemented simultaneously with the Amendment to WMO Technical Regulations from legislative view point.
3.
However, regardless of efforts made, the synchronized implementation has been difficult due to differences between two organizations in the process for approval of amendments so far.
4.
In 2009, a new procedure for amending the Manual on Codes, i.e. the procedure for adoption of amendments to the Manual on Codes between CBS sessions (the procedure between CBSs), was introduced by WMO, which most commonly requires shorter time for implementation (about nine (seems tight) or ten months) than approval by CBS and EC.  Accordingly, the procedure has brought flexibility in time line for amending the Manual on Codes.
5.
The Amendment 76 to ICAO Annex 3 is under drafting stage.  According to the plan by ICAO, it will be reviewed by ICAO Air Navigation Commission (ANC) in November 2012 and finally approved by ICAO Council in February or March 2013.
6.
WMO could initiate the procedure between CBSs shortly after the technical review by ANC, if ICAO can assure that nothing will be modified by ICAO Council.  By doing so, synchronized implementation could be achieved.
7.
However, if possibility of modifications to the Amendment is not zero by ICAO Council, it would not be a sustainable solution in particular for WMO, because the Secretary-General of WMO has already sent circular letter to all WMO Members for approval when the ICAO Council takes place.  Modification to amendments under consideration by Members would probably lead to the distrust to the WMO Secretariat.
8.
Instead, if WMO would initiate the procedure between CBSs after the approval by ICAO Council to be held in March at the latest, the amendment could be implemented in February next year.  It means extension of three months of the implementation date could sustainably solve the long term problem between WMO and ICAO.

9.
The procedure between CBSs is applied to the Amendment without high operational or financial impacts in accordance with the recommendation by the 62nd session of EC, which invited "that the amendments implemented under this procedure are limited to those that do not create an additional financial burden on Members nor pose operational problems."
10.
The meeting will note the current procedures for amending the Manual on Codes, and consider practical solutions with a view to submitting it to the next CBS for approval, pursuing sustainable solution by the procedure between CBSs.

11.
In the case that the procedure between CBSs is not available, the amendments to the Manual on Codes have to be submitted to the CBS session, and the implementation date shall therefore be adjusted on a case-by-case basis, taking account of the time when sessions of CBS and ICAO Council take place.









